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till a more favorable opportunity prefented itfelf. This was fhortly 
after offered him by fortune, and in a manner beyond his expedtation. 
Alaideulet (30), a petty Prince of fome Provinces in Afa, led by an 
unfeafonable defire of increafing his dominion, endeavours to wreft cer- 
tain Cities in Afia from the Chercafians* (31). By thefe being fhame- 


fully 


ANNOTATIONS. 


(30) Alaideulet] One perhaps of 
the Perfian Princes of whom the 
Turkifo Annals fay nothing farther, 
though he left his name to his Ter- 
ritory, which fome Maps corruptly 
afcribe to Aladuli. It is a Country 
fhut in with the Taurus and Antitau- 
rus, or Cappadocia. 

(31) Chercafians* | The moft no- 
ble of all the Scythian People, inha- 
biting a mountainous and rugged 
Country between the Euxine and Caj- 
pian Seas. They are by the Rufians 
call’d Czerkiefi Patigorici, and by that 
name diftinguifh’d from the Cozac 
Chercaffians*. For all the Ukrain Co- 
zacs are in the Rufian Tongue call’d 
Chercaffians*, but chiefly thofe who 
dwell upon the Banks of the River 
Donetz, and live in Slobods or Colo- 
nies. But of thefe Chercafians* thus 
diftributed into Colonies there are 
five Provinces, whofe chief Cities are 
Izium, Charcouia, Ochtirta, Ribinska, 
and Sumy. To thefe is added the 
moft antient Ruffian City cald Czu- 
buiow, once the Fortrefs of the Ruffian 
Empire againft the Tartars, when that 
Empire was contain’d within narrower 
Bounds. It ftands upon the Donetz. 
The Petigoric Chercajians* acknow- 
ledge no Deity, have no Worthip, no 
Religion, They have a thick Grove 
lying in a Plain furrounded with 
high Mountains. It is well water’d, 
and has a large Ditch thrown round 
it. Hither the whole Nation repairs 
about the End of Auguft, as if to the 

pic Games, and inftitute a Traffic 
amongft themfelves, by an exchange 
of their refpective Commodities, 
Thus affembled, in compliance with 
a Tradition of uncertain Origin even 
amongft themfelves, they confecrate 
and hang upon fome Tree of that 
Grove the beft of their arms. Thefe 
they cleanfe at their return the next 
year, and kiffing them, reftore them 
to their former place. Here without 


any guard thefe Arms remain ’till they 
are eaten up by Ruft or Time Ma: 
ny Hiftorians of thefe Nations have 
left it upon record that they wer 
once converted to the Chriftian taith 
by the Genoe/e, then Lords of Caffa, 
but that after the taking ‘of ‘the Crim 
by the Turks, being depriv’d of their 
Priefts, they relaps’d to their former 
Ignorance. In proof of this opinion 
it is alledg’d, that before the Cabartai 
were infefted with Mabometanifm, the 
Name of one Peter was highly re- 
verenc’d amongft them, ind that it 
was permitted to them to eat Swine’s 
Fleth, from which fome at this day 
abftain. They are under obedience 
to no Laws, have no Judges, affur’d 
that the Confcience of the guuty Per- 
fon is a full and adequate Punifh- 
ment. Formerly they were without 
all Learning, but not long ago fome 
of them embracing Mabometi/in, were 
initiated in the Arabian Literature. 
The reft continuing in their old Gen- 
tilifm, retain to this day their former 
Savage Manners. The whole Region 
is diftributed into three Principalities, 
of which Cabarta is the head. They 
yeatly remit to the Chan of Crim- 
Tartary two hundred young Men 
and a hundred Virgins by way of 
Tribute. Thefe are not chofen at 
pleafure, bur by Lot. Thofe of 
them who are even born amongtt the 
Tartars have neither the face nor 
make of that People, and fhóuld a 
Man call them the moft beautiful of 
all the Oriental People, he would not 
much tranfgrefs the truth. They 
are yg devifing fomething new 
in their Habits and Arms, in which 
they are fo paffionately follow’d by 
the Tartars, that they may well be 
call’d the French of the Tartars. 
Their Country is the School of Edu- 
cation for the Tartars, every Man of 
whom, who has not learn’d War-and 
Behaviour, in this School, is reputed 
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fully repuls'd and feeing himfelf unable to withftand them, fucs to 
Bajazet for affiftance, promifes to ftam phis name on his coin, and have 


him 
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for a Tentek, a worthlefs infignificant 
Fellow. The Sons of the Chans of 
ghe Crim, the moment they fee the 
light, are fent to the Cheroaffians* for 
their Nourifhment and Education. 
The Infant beiang brought into Cher- 
cafia*, he who finds a Nurfe for it, 
$ call’d dia, or the Sultan’s Tutor, 
and ever afterwards he with his whole 
Race has.an exemption from Taxes, 
becaufe he has a fort of Fraternity 
with the Sultan. Wherefore it is ear- 
nefily fought by all the Chercafians*, 
that a Wife or a Sifter may once at 
leaft give the breaft to the Chax’s Son, 
and thereby purchafe a freedom from 
Tribute, This is often attended with 
violence. A Man who is ftronger 
privately or forcibly entring the houfe 
where the young Sultan is nurs’d, 
and having feiz’d his Perfon imme- 
diately carries him to his own Houfe, 
and delivers him to a Wife or a Sifter 
to fuckle him. The two years in 
which he is at Nurfe affords more 
than one inftance of this kind. The 
Prince when he is grown up is care- 
fully taught to ride, fhoot with ar- 
rows, to bear arms, together with 
the whole Science and Equipage of 
War, and then fent home. Women 
are here efteem’d noble from their 
having {mall Fingers and fhort Feet. 
But a ee who is fo corpulent, 
and has unfizeable Feet or Fingers, be 
her Birth ever fo illuftrious, is repu- 
ted ignoble, nor without a very large 
Fortune, has any chance for a Huf- 
band. Wherefore a Girl of feven 
years of age is brac’d in with an Iron 
Girdle of four or five Fingers breadth, 
her feet are cramtp’d with wooden 
Shoes, both which Engines fhe is ob- 
lig’d to wear till the is full grown. 
So that what is effeGted by the French 
Women with Whalebone and other 
Arts with no fmall pain, is here ac- 
quir’d without any trouble in a ten- 
der age, and enjoy’d with eafe the 
reft of their Lives, Neither the Boys 
nor Girls ever lie on a béd, but on 
Planks or Paveménts cover’d with 
Hay or Straw, to prevent their grow- 


ing fat, or effeminate, which they not 
imjrudently conclude, 15 attended 
with loth and cowardice. The Peo- 
ple are fo valiant and ftrong, that 
by the confeffion of the Tarfars 
themfelves, as ten Crims are more 
than a match for fifteen Bujakian:, 
fo five Chercaffians*® are more than 
equal to ten Crims. OF this For- 
titude I fhall give my Reader only 
one inftance which happen’d about 
fix years ago, and is not much un- 
like thofe exploits for which the old 
Gracians were fo renown’d. When 
the annual Tribute due to Selim Gu- 
rai then Chan of the Crim (a Perton 
of great wifdom and valour, an 
old Soldier, ) was not paid, he the 
following year fent his Son Shahbaz 
Gierat Sultan to demand the Captives 
for both the years. He was honou- 
rably recciv’d, as coming with no 
formidable Retinue, and had the Tri- 
bute immediately put into his hands 
by the Seniors, as due. But he had 
by chance feen a moft beautiful 
Daughrer of a Chercafian*, whom, 
not appearing in the Lift of the Cap- 
tives, he forcibly ferzes contrary to 
cuftom, and carries off to his own 
Houfe. Her Brothers, two very 
brave Youths, diffembling at firft the 
forrow occafioned by this accident, 
comfort their Father, and aflwage 
his grief with the flattering Profpeét 
of her one day rifing to the honour of 
the Sultan’s bed. But waiting their 
opportunity, they at laft unexpedcted- 
ly break in upon the Prince, fecure 
and alone with the ravith'd Virgin, 
his Guards being partly difmifs'd and 
partly drunk, ftab both him and 
their Sifter, and kill the Guards to 
a Man. The Sultan’s Father hearing 
of the Fatt, fuppreffes his refenument, 
and declares that the Chercaffians® had 
done well in puhifhing a Man, who 
had thus attempted a rape upon a 
Virgin feiz'd contrary to cuftom. To 
him being dead fuccteded his el- 
deft Son Deulet Gierai 4 fitde after 
dethrdn’d by the Grand Stignior, and 
fent into Banthhment. Bat Caplan 
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him mention’d in the publick prayers, and thus fubjeéts his territories 
to him as a fief. On thefe conditions, A/aideulet obtaining fome auxi- 


liary 


ANNOTATIONS. 


Gurai his fucceffor and younger Bro- 
ther, by leave from the Othman Court, 
marches againft the Chercafians* at 
the head of eighty thoufand Tartars, 
threatning them with entire deftruc- 
tion. Having crofs’d the Tanais he 
was joyn’d by fifteen thoufand Cu- 
banenfians, Prince Cabaria recei- 
ving the news of this expedition, re- 
tires with feven thoufand foot and 
three hundred horfe to the top of a 
high Mountain adorn’d with the 
Ruins of a very large and ancient 
City, and forufies the Clefts of the 
Walls with trees and ramparts of 
Earth. Caplan Grerat, fenfible of the 
difficult attack of this Mountain 
(which had but one avenue) fends a 
trufty Meffenger to the Prince to tell 
him that the Sultan had undertaken 
an expedition againft the Usbeks, and 
defir’d thee thoufand of his Cherca/- 
fians*, that befides, himfelf wanted a 
perfonal Conference with him, and 
therefore defird him to come down 
trom the Mountain. Cabartai per- 
ceiving the deceit of the Enemy, 
anfwers the Meffenger, that he was 
now confin’d with a fevere Fit of the 
Gout, but that within three days he 
wouid either on horfeback or in a 
Litter (they have thofe with two 
Wheels) attend the Sultan. The 
Meffenger being gone, Cabartai calls 
the Chercafians* together, and thus 
addreffes them,—‘* What is your opi- 
** nion, Country-men, concerning the 
“* prefent pofture of our affairs; Do 
you think it beft for us to deliver 
« our felves in chains to the Sultan, to 
“ be flaughter’d by him, our Wives 
and Children to be carried into per- 
petual Slavery, or like our felves, 
to conquer or die? If we die, we 
< fhall prevent the deteflable fight of 
“+ a Tyrant raging over us; if we o- 
“© vercome, the confequence will be 
« the delivery of our felves by one 
“© Kroke from the infupportable cruel- 
<“ ty of the Tartars.”— Their Anfwer 
was unanimous, that it was better to die 
than to put themfelves into the hands of 
the Enemy ; upon this he obliges them 
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to their Refolution by the accuftom’d 
oath taken by their Swords and Arms. 
Things being thus fettled, Cabarta 
in the evening fends one of his Men 
to the Chan to tell him that his Gout 
was now eafier, and, that the next 
day he would attend him as a fuppli- 
ant with the Seniors of Mms army. 
Caplan Gierai, tranfported with this 
Meffage, order’d his Horfes to be 
turn’d to pafture, and refolves to de- 
dicate the whole Night to Reft. The 
Chercafians*, acquainted with what 
pafs’d in the Hords of the Tartars, 
bind the Bark of Trees into little 
Bundles well pitch’d, and tying them 
to the Tails of their Horfes drive 
them down with great filerfce to the 
Kofh or Tents of the Tartars, and 
there put fire to the Bundles. The 
Horfes, terrified at once with the fame 
and the pain, run with the urmoft 
precipitation, and in a very dark 
night, throw themfelves like Light- 
ning among infinite numbers of Tar- 
tarian Hortes, who likewife terrify’d, 
break their fetters, and with great 
noife difperfe themfelves every where. 
The Tartars awak’d by this noife, 
neither fee nor hear any thing but the 
Flames flying over the Plain, (for 
either the darknefs or their fears pre- 
vented them from feeing the Horfes ) 
and thinking fire was come from Hea- 
ven, the Foot like men out of their 
fenfes run about indiforder. The 
Chercafians* feeing this, quit all 
Arms befides their Swords, and kill 
every Man they meet, fo that ’ull 
the morning appear’d it was rather a 
Butchery than an Engagement. 
When it was day the Chercafians, 
gathering together almoft a 100000 
Horfes of the Enemy, with the Lofs 
of fcarce five Men, return back in 
triumph. The Cubanenfian Tartari 
fall on the other difpers’d Teriars, 
and put, them to the Sword the two 
following days. For they had fol- 
low'’d ghe Sultan by compulfion, ha- 
ving always before liv’d in ftrick 
friendfhip with the Chercafians*, Gap- 
lan Gierai efcapes with a handful of 
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liary forces re-attacks the Chercafians*, and after feveral battles fought 
with various fuccefs, takes from them Grullek (32), Sues, Adana, Kai- 
farie, and Antab. Caitebai perceiving Buajazet’s policy in defigning 
to weaken his forces by the fword of another without hazard to him- 
felf, thinks he fhould ufe the fame method, and oppofes Krorfkab his 
neighbour to Alaideulet. Thefe two petty Princes, fupported by the 
aid of both Sultans, contend for fome time with fuch doubrful fortune, 
that it was hard to determine which had the advantage. Whence it 
happen’d that’ thefe Countries were fubject fometimes to the Cherca/i- 
ans*, fometimes to the Othmans. 

XIII. Taught by thefe events, Bajazet finds the dominion of the 11), Fxpedi- 
Chercafians* in Egypt could not be fubverted by arms, nor fo flourifh- ee 
ing an Empire weaken’d, unlefs their Country was deftroy’d, and the i 
way fhut up by which they were wont to convey into Egypt fo many 
forces every year. Wherefore pretending to make peace with the Sui- 
tan of Egypt, he recalls his troops, and in the year 889, in the month I! sso 
of Semaziul achyr, unexpected|y invades Chercaffia*, overruns the A C 1484. 
Country, and carrying off a great number of Captives, fhuts up the 
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his Men into the Crim, leaving behind 
him forty thoufand flain, and the 
‘eft all difpers’d. Accus’d to the 
Court of Conftantinople of Rafhnefs 
and Imprudence, he is depos’d from 
his dignity, and fent in banifhment to 
Yanopolis a Town of Myfia. Deulet 
Gierai, an exile in Chiat, who com- 
manded the Tartarian Cohorts in the 
laft engagement with the Kufians, was 
appointed his Succeffor. But of what 
a the Chercafians* are with the 
Turks, may be guefs’d from the Price 
which the Sellers put upon their Cap- 
tives. They value them in the firft 
place, becaufe their Virgins are more 
beautiful than all others, better pro- 

ortion’d in their Bodies, capable of 
Faftrudion, and of great modefly, 
and their young Men, as they think, 
more fharp in their Wit, and capable 
of making the beft artificers. The 
next in their efteem are the Polanders, 
then the Abaza, then the Rufians for 
the hardnefs of their Bodies and their 
enduring of Labour, which confide- 
rations often fend them to row in the 
Grand Signior’s Gallics, then the Cof- 
Jacks, then the Georgsans, and Jait of 
all the Menerelians, The Germans, 
Veneiians, and Hungarians (whom they 
are wont to call by the fame name of 


Ne VII. 


Jfrenk) are by them thought inca- 
pable of all drudgery, by reafon 
of the foftnefs of their Bodies, and 
the Women of giving pleafure pro- 
per to their Sex from the hard- 
nefs of theirs. So that were Slaves 
produc’d in the Market out of all 
thefe Nations of the fame age, 
ftrength, or beauty, a Chercafian™, 
Man or Woman, would be falà 
for 1000 Imperial Crowns, a Po'an- 
d'r for 600, an Abazd for 500, a 
Rufi or a Cozac for goo a Georgian 
for 300, a Mengrelian for 240, a Ger- 
man or Ifrenk tor ftill Jefs. But in 
Egypt, Chercaffians*® and the Abaze are 
fold at double value, becaufe there 
they alone fucceed to the Rights and 
Properties of their Maflers, even in 
prejudice of the legitimare Sons, 
This indeed is againft the precepts of 
the Koran, but is neverchelefy allow’d 
from a fingular and fuperflitious be. 
lief of Jo/ejb’s praying to God whilft 
he was a flave in Egypt, that chat Na- 
tion might be in perpetual fubjeCtion 
to Slaves, which by the fecret judg- 
ment of God afterwards came to pafs. 
(32) Giullek] This and the reft that 
follow, are Cities of Syria, unknown 
to no European Travellers into the 
Eaft, except Giullek, 
L 1 entrances 
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by which it is furrounded, with 


Caftles, and entirely hinders the Inhabitants from coming out. The 
nurfery of foldiers being thus obftructed, Caftebai feeing his own daily 
diminifh, and his Enemy’s forces increafe, is faid to fall fick with grief, 


and fhortly after he dies. 


XVII. The fame year, Abdullah, Bajazet’s fon, Prince of Iconium, 
departed this life. In 8go he fends an army into Moldavia to the great 


lious country of Var/ah. 


l A.C 148;. Saughter of the Inhabitants, and the next year fubdues again the rebel- 


XVIII. Whilft the Othman affairs thus flourith’d in the Eaft, the 
Mahometan Religion receives a grievous check in the Kingdom of En- 
delos (34). After feveral defeats, the Mufulmans are every where ex- 
pell’d, put to the torture, and compell’d to abjure their religion. In 
this diftrefs they fend ambafladors to Bajazet to fet forth the rage and 
cruelty of the Spaniards, and from him, as head of the Mahometan 
commonwealth, to defire affiftance. Bajazet readily grants their requeft ; 


H. 81. and to perform his promife, fends the next fummer a great fleet into the 
A.C. 1486. Mediterranean under Kiemal Ali Pafha, who defeats the fleet of the 


Chriftians, lays wafte the Ifland of Malta, and plundering the maritime 
countries of Spain and Italy, returns laden with fpoil. 
XIX. Fluth’d with this fuccefs, he refolves to try his fortune again 


ma and Croa- with the Chrifitans. Wherefore in the year 894, he fends General Yz- 


cub with an army into Croatia and Bofnia, to fubdue there what ftill 


A. C 1489. oppos’d the Othman dominion. After he had taken feveral caftles 


and march’d triumphantly over the whole region, he meets the Céri» 
flians in arms, and defeating them with a memorable flaughter, fends 
many noble prifoners with their leader ‘feneral yami (35) to the Empe- 


ror. 


za (36) Ogyrogli (37). 


The fame year Bajazet marries his daughter to Ahmed Myr- 


XX. In 
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(33) of the Mountains} At this 
day the Mountains of Arzirum, De- 
murcapt, and Derbent, that is, the 
Iron Gate or Guard in which Tomyris 
Queen of Scythia intangled Cyrus King 
of Perfia, and, as it is faid, cut him 
off with his whole army. 

(34) Endelos| Andalufia. By this 
name is all Spain call’d by the ancient 
Turks which fell under the dominion 
of the-Moors, probably from the firft 
Province, they feiz’d. Bat at this 
day the Turks, as well as we, dif- 
tinguifh Spain into two parts, Spain 
and Lujfitania, call’d by them allo 
Portugal. 

(35) Jeneral yami] This is the matt 
famous Count Yohn Torquatus, whofe 


fate is fo differently related by Chri- 
fiian and Turkifh Writers. The firft 
fay that hedy’d in this engagement 
amongft the thickeft of the Enemy, 
not vanquifh’d, but tir’d with victory ; 
the latter make him to be taken alive, 
nor know we which to believe. 

(36) Abmed Myrza} That he was 
either a Relation of the King of Tibris, 
or illuftrioufly defcended, is plain from 
the Sirname Myrza, For although 
the Etymology of this word is un- 
known (unlefs you fhould derive it 
from Myr a Prince, and Zad to de- 
note a Hace, born as it were of the 
Effence of the Forefathers, or Za# 
a Son ) it is neverthelefs certain and 
confefs’d, that this name never is, or 

can 
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XX. In the year 895, the King of Azerbejan Sultan Yucuéd dies, whofe! \pedivion 


death proves the deftruction of many others, by being the occafion of ™ir 
terrible X C 1490. 
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can be, given by the Tartars to any 
Perfon who has not receiv’d an im- 
memoria] Nobility and fome Hord 
feom his Anceftors by hereditary 
Right. The Reader will perhaps 
wonder how the memory of a Nobi- 
lity can be preferv’d among a People 
fo barbarous, and ftrangers equally 
to politenefy and learning, efpecially 
fince it is confefs’d that no part of 
Hiftory lies in greater confufion and 
diforder than Genealogy. But it isa 
thing clear and beyond al! controver- 
fy, that no Nation in the World 
more accurately enumerates their No 
bility and the Series of their Anceflors 
than the Scythians. For it is a Law 
with them facred and inviolable, that 
no Tartar, who is not defcended from 
the firft races of the Nobility, can 
Obtain the appellation of M)rza or 
Noble, though he fhould alone re- 
trieve the whole Navon from deftruc- 
tion, or recover a loft butle, or per- 
form any the like aétions exceeding 
human power; nor can a Cazan or 
Cofh (fo they call ignoble families ) 
by gift or purchafe acquire a Title. 
So that the Races which have ftood 
from the beginning diftingurfh’d with 
nobility, enjoy ìt singly ard for ever. 
Of thefe you will hardly find a hun- 
dred in all Scythia: Ciimly, Orakogly, 
and Orumbetogly, are the three great 
Branches. Oi the two isft I thall 
fpeak hereafter. The Crims are fub- 

ivided into two Branches, the Skirini 
and Myrza. The firft, though they 
are of the fame ftock with the latter, 
are accounted more noble, becaufe to 
their fuffrage the Election of a Chan 
is committed, as that of the Emperor 
of Germany to the Elettoral Princes. 
As their Race is widely difpers*d over 
the Crim, the Chan deputes four Se- 
niors with authority over tke reft. 
“Thefe only have power of clefting 
and confirming the Chan, of deciding 
Caufes, and governing the Common- 
‘wealth ; and this power is fo great; 
that without their Voices neither can 

e Chan when he is clected be récet- 
ved, or do any act of Royalty. His 


only power in fuch cafe is to depofe 
the difagreeing and obftinate Stirix-, 
and fubftitute others in their room, 
wha neverthelefs feldom contradict 
the Adts of their Predeceffors, as 
they are of the fame Race and Fa- 
mily. Formerly, while they retain’d 
their freedom, upon the death or ex- 
pulfion of a Chan, they elc&ed ac 
pleafure one of his Sons or Brothers 
( but ftll with regard to the Yengizian 
race) and confirm’d him with pecu- 
liar ceremonies, Buc being now fub- 
jected to the Turks, they are oblig’d 
either to obtain a confirmation of the 
Chan elected by them trom the O:b- 
man Court, or receive one fent from 
thence. The Ceremonies of their 
confirmation are very fingular. They 
have an ancient and fquare piece of 
Tapefiry, deftin’d, they believe, to 
this ufe by Fengiban, and now al- 
moft eaten up with time and rotten- 
nefs. In che middle of it they order 
the new elected Chan to fic down, 
whilft all bare headed cry as loud as 
they can, Cop yajha, or, in our way of 
pesan long live the Chau, After 
this, the four fenior Skrini take the 
Tapeltry by the four corners, and 
railing the Chan upon it, proclaim 
him Chan of all the Zartars, The 
other Myrze likewile had formerly 
large Poffeffions, but are now, ex- 
cept a few, all extinét. For in the 
Reign of Selim 11. Emperor of the 
Turks, att the Myrze (the Shirint ex- 
pt rebell’d againft thcir Chan, 
engily Grerai, and dethron’d him; 
bur at the interceffton of the Skirimi 
they again receiv’d, and faluted him 
Chan. He, to revenge ths injory 
and prevent any futere rebellion, ar 
firf fupprefs’d his refentment, and 
publifh’d an Amnefty. two years 
aftér he made a gfeat eftértainment, 
and invired al] the Myrsz toit. He 
regal’d them with great magnificence, 
and protracted the Banquet tih) Mid- 
night, when all of them, made drink: 
with {weet Wint and Boza (a kind of 
liquor amongft the atrars made of 
Millet-feed, ) were by his orders put 
into 
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terrible diffentions in that Kingdom. Bajazet, as well as the King of 
Egypt, Caitebai’s Succeffor, are concern’d, every one ftriving to feize 


the Provinces deftitute cf a Governour. 


So the Armies, though the 


Trumpet filently founds to battle, ingage, and the victorious Turk 


for fix years roams into almoft every corner of Afa. 


At laft, after 


many confliéts in the year go1, all thofe countries, for which Bajazet 
and the Chercaffians* had hitherto contended, are annex’d to the Oth- 
man Empire. In the ycar go2 the Rhodians are defeated with greai 
flaughter by the Turki/e General Na/ubeg. At the fame time Abmed 
Myrza, whofe fidelity Bajazet had purchas’d feven years before with 


ANNOTATIONS. 


into Waggons to convey them home, 
but in the way they were murder’d 
by Soldiers plac’d for the purpofe, 
whilft they lay wallowing in their in- 
temperance. This Tragedy has quite 
deftroy’d the Race of the Mirze 
within the Crim, and reduc’d it to a 
few who were then abroad. But the 
other Nations of Scythia have their 
Myrze fill, chiefly in Bujak, the 
Beffarabia, of the Ancients. The 
Daughters of thefe Myrze marry to 
none but a Myrza, but the Sons have 
the privilege of marrying Slaves, and 
their Children are as legitimate as if 
they were born of a female Myrza, 
The Betrothing and Nuptials are 
attended with peculiar rites. When 
both Parents are agreed upon the 
marriage of their Children, the 
Bride’s Father orders a little houfe to 
be built, with the door opening into his 
own bed-chamber, and with a win- 
dow fo {mall that it will fcarcely re- 
ceive the head of a Man, Through 
this it 3s permitted to the Bridegroom 
to kifs his Bride in the night, and to 
concert meafures with her concerning 
her efcape. The Parents and Bro- 
thers are careful {pics upon the Bride, 
whilft the Bridegroom endeavours to 
convey her off either by ftealth or 
force. It often comes toa fkirmifh, 
but only with Fifts and Whips call’d 
Camchi*, and the Bridegroom, if ta- 
ken, is not difinifs’d without a ranfom. 
But if in the fcuffle the Bridegroom 
can come at the Bride, he boldly en- 
ters, carries her off, ftrips her little 
Lodging, and retains whatever he 
finds in it for a Dowry. Her Bro- 
thers purfue her thus taken away at- 


2 


tended by their Relations, and if 
they can lay hold of her before fhe 
arrives at the Bridegroom’s Pavilion, 
he is either to redeem, “or accept, her 
without a Portion. But the moment 
fhe reaches his Tent, the War ends 
in a Marriage. Things are told of 
the Daughters of thefe Atyrz@ equal- 
ly memorable and worthy of admi- 
ration. When they become Women, 
and have their monthly fluxes, let 
them have been ever fo ftrong and 
healthful before, they ate imiaediatc- 
ly feiz’d with a fort of Lunacy. This 


*gives great joy to the Parents, who 


congratulate each other upon it as an 
evident token of Nobility, and an 
acquittance of the Mother from A- 
dultery, of which fhe would ftand 
accus’d fhould her Daughter mifs of 
this indifpofition. An entertainment 
is immediately provided, to which all 
the Daughters of the Myrze are in- 
vited. This Ceremony being over, 
the Lunatic Virgin, is oblig’d to 
dance three days and fo many nights 
to the found of a Monochord ( ta- 
ken notice of by Pliny) without any 
refrefhment from eating, drinking, 
or fleeping, till the falls down as one 
dead. The third day they fet before 
her Meat and unfeafon’d Broth made 
of Horfe feh, with which when fhe 
is refrefh’d fhe is again call’d to the 
Dance. This exercile being thrice re- 
peated, her Malady immediately gocs 
off, and troubles her no more during 
her life, 

(37) Ogyrogli ] i. e. Son of a hap- 

y Omen, from Ogyr, happy Omen, 
and Ogul Son. It fignifies alfo, Son 
of a Thief. 


the 
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the marriage of his daughter, on pretence of hunting, goes out of 
Conftantinople and flies to Tybris (38), where he is chofen King. 

XXI. The next year Bajazet lays at Conflantinople near Eski Serai the Wars with the 
foundations of a Yami, Hofpital, Taatimchane, and School, which are fi- enatians n 


Greece, and 
nifh’d in eight years. In gog he moves with great forces into Greece, and makes peace 
inahe firft affault takes A:nebacht, and the next fummer on the 4th day Neighbours 
"of Mubarrem becomes matter of Motbone by ftorm, and Coroni by furren- 
‘dep In go7, the Ifrenji with a great fleet befiege Mitilin (39), but H 907 
fifty Gallies coming to the relief of the befieged, they retire. About A € 1501. 
the fame time, Bajazet having made peace with all his neighbours (40), 
orders the foldiers, tir’d with fo many expeditions, to reft and exchange 
„sheir martial toils for the pleafures of the city. 

XXII. But how dangerous to this Empire is repofe, the tranfactions Stevan Cui, 
about this time in 4fa plainly demonftrate. Sheitan Culy (41), a Ma- ‘nits the 


Perfians with 
gician his Heref, 


{32 





ANNOTATIONS. 


(38) Tybris] By the moderns call’d 
Tauris, once Metropolis of the Perfien 
Empire, and now to be numbred 
amongft the chief Cities of Perfis, 

(39) Mutha] Chrifttan Writers re- 
Jate that the Mitylene was belieg’d 
by a French fleet. This l eafily be- 
heve, fince the Turks call all the 
Weftern Europeans Ifreny. 

(40) with all his neighbours ] The 
Peace made between the Turks and 
Venetians by the affiftance of one An- 
dreas Grittus, then a Slave in the Court 
of Bayazet, by which Leucas and Ne- 
ritus were reftor’d to the Turks, and 
Cephalonia to the Venetians. 

(41) Sbestan Culy] i. e. Servant or 
Slave of Satan, the firt Hzrefiarch 
amongtt the Mabometans. The Turks 
gave him this name from a Selief that 
he was a Magician and Conjurer. 
The Perfiant on the contrary affirm 
him to be a moft learned Maa, and 
full of a divine Spirit, who not onl 
correéted the Koran, but prov'd his 
Doctrine by Miracles, and from 
thence he has obtain’d from chem the 
name of Sofi or Sophus (i. e. wife. 
The Perfians and Turks, with no le 
difagreement, relate the ftory of the 
propagation of his doctrine. For the 
Perfians fay, that Sof being expell’d 
the Othman Dominions by Bajazet, 
retir’d to J/ma:l King of Perfia, and 
there whilft he exercis’d the funtion 
of Præceptor to his Children, efpeci- 
wiy in Mathematicks, finsth’d the 
— r and genuine Jarerpretation 

o 
» Hh 


of the Koran, and drew the King and 
the Nobles to his Sentiments. Bot 
as neither his Preaching nor Exhor- 
tation could gain the eammon Peo- 
ple, he obtain’d a Mandar from 
the King fignifying, that whoever re- 
fitted his étrine, af rich, fhould 
forfeit his Wealth and Honour, if of 
inferior condition, his Life. Perfa, 
mov'’d with the terror of this Edié, 
faw her Sons in multitudes running 
into the neighbouring Kingdoms, 
with the lofs of their Riches and 
Eftates, as in the laft Century the 
Huguenots fled out of France, The 
King, ftruck with this flight of Ins 
Subjects, call’d the Sef to him, and 
told him, that as for himfelf he was 
perfwaded of the truth of his Doc- 
trine, but could not on its account 
fuffer his Kingdom to be depriv’d of 
its Inhabitants. The Sof’s anfwer 
was, that in this neceffity where the 
Truth of Doétrine clath’d with the 
fafety of the Publick, the proper re- 
courfe was to Miracles: that he had 
fuch confidence in God and the Pro- 
phet, that a Miracle would be grant- 
ed to confirm and eftablith his Doc- 
trine in the minds of the ignorant. 
Upon this the mof learned Inter. 
preters of the Koran were conven’d 
out of the whole Kingdom, when the 
Sofi deliver’d to them a Book, fair 
and unwritten, Laid. $6 Jf 
** ye have yet any doubt of my Doc- 
«t trine, God will confirm the truth 
“t by a Miracle, fuch as was never 
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gician, and a man full of diabolical arts, had now lurk’d fome time near 
the Town of Beg Bafar; and finding the people after a ten year’s peate 


greedy 


ANNOTATIONS. 


tc feen or heard of before.” He 
then lodg’d in an old hollow Tree 
the Blank Book, and another of the 
-Koran as formerly receiv’d. The 
Mouth of the Hole, through which 
the Books were convey’d, was fecur’d 
with Iron hoops, which had three 
Seals put to them, of which the King 
kept one, and the adverfe party the 
two others. He offer’d under the 
Tree publick prayers every day, and 
on the fortieth order’d the Seals to 
be broke open, and the Books to be 
drawn out. The unwritten Book was 
found fill’d up from beginning to 
end, and entirely agrecing with the 
copy revis’d by himiclf: the old Copy 
was every where defac’d in the Wri- 
ting, and only the Margin left un- 
touch’é. On fight of this all the whole 
Company cry’dout, Allah, Allab, God, 
God, and immediately embracing the 
Dottrine deliver’d by the Sofi as true 
and free from all fufpicion, fought 
every where for the ancient Copies 
of the Koran and committing them 
to the Flames, tranfcrib’d new ones 
from this miraculous Book. They 
moreover chang’d the Character; for 
whereas the older Copies of the Ko- 
ran were written in N1/cbi (retain’d by 
the Turks to this day) it was his or- 
der that all the Korans from that 
day fhould be tranfcrib’d in Taalik, 
to diftinguith the genuine from the 
fpurious copies. Thus the Perfians 
teil the ftory, whilft che Turks give 
it quite another turn. For they fay, 
that Sheitan Culy, whilft he was Pre- 


ceptor to the Sons of J/mail King of 


Perfia, led the youngeft Son ( whofe 
name | have forgot, for Iam oblig’d to 
rely on my memory for feveral things 
tranfcrib’d from the mouths of the 
learned Turks and other Monuments, 
now facrific’d to the Malice of For- 
tune } frequently into a Wood, and 
fhew’d him an old Plane Tree, with 
command, thatif at any time his Fa- 
ther fhould bid him name a Tree to 
-him it fhould be that. In this Tree 
he had lodg’d a year before the Book 
of the Koran, as reform’d by himfelf, 
writ in an unknown but elegant Cha- 


racter, and another tranfcrib’d from 
the receiv’d copies, but all fofilly 
blotted. The Hole of the Tree was 
fo ftop’d up by Nature and magital 
Arts, that no traces of it appear’d. 
The Sofi being afterwards feverely 
chid by J/mail for the fedition rais’d 
by him, had recourfe to his pre- 
meditated fraud, and offer’d to 
confirm his Dorine by a Mira- 
cle. The King upon this offer 
call’d Multitudes together to witnefs 
the Miracle. The Conditions were, 
that if the Truth had the confirma- 
tion of a Miracle, all without excep- 
tion fhould be oblip’d to receive it, 
if not, Death fhould be the portion 
of Sheitan Culy as an Impoftor. All, 
as ignorant of the Fraud, confenting, 
the King went out to the Grove at- 
‘tended by numbers of learned Men 
‘and of the common People. The 
‘Impoftor addreffing himfelf to the 
King, that all fufpicion of fraud, fays 
he; may be remov’d, order your 
little Son to fhow you any Tree he 
fhall pleafe. This being approv’d by 
both King and People, fhow me, faid 
the King to his Son, fome Tree in this 
Grove. The Boy, as he had been 
inftructed, pointed to the old Plane 
Tree, and immediately the ftoppage 
being remov’d from the cavity of 
the Tree, Sheitan convey’d the un- 
written Book and the old Koran, as 
is before faid, into the Tree, and 
after the mockery of hypocritical 
Prayers, left them both there, the 
Hole being fecur’d by Iron Plates 
and Seals. On the fortieth day, the 
People again came to the Tree, when 
the Impoftor (with bare hands and 
previous Prayers to remove al] fuf- 
picion) went to the Hole, and taking 
out, not the Books laft put in, but 
two others plac’d below them. He 
then held them up to the People, 
and ask’d whether they were not the 
fame put in by him in their fight. 
‘The Binding and Shape being exact- 
ly correfpondent, the People anfwer’d, 
they were the fame, and upon the d- 
livery of them into their hands, found 
the Impoftor’s unwritten Book fill’d 

with 
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greedy of novelties, in the year g16 vends his long meditated herefy H 916 
in the Koran, fupports ic with miracles, and therewith fo bewirches A © 1512 
the credulous vulgar, that in a fhort time he is able to bring an army 

of followers into the field. Whereupon Bajazet inftantly fends Ali 

Pafba with forces to difperfe thefe riotous affemblies; who vanquifhing 

the Impoftor in battle, forces him to fly to J/mail Shab (42), where 


ANNOTATIONS. 


with fair Characters, and comparing 
it with the new Koran, difcover'd 
every where a perfect agreement. 
Azz allab, or glorious God, was now 
‘the Cry; and when the old Koran 
was found foully ftain’d with Ink, 
they again cry’d out, Hak allab, Sub- 
ban allah, juft God, merciful God. 
To fupprefs for ever all fufpicion of 
his fraud, the Turks fay the Sofi fo 
bewitch’d, //mail by his Incantations, 
that he order’d the Tree to be imme- 
diately burnt, on pretence of hindring 
any fuperftitous Adoration of it by 
the People. Thus, fay the Turks, 
the Impoftor propagated his Religion 
amongft the Perfians. From that 
time the Turks and Perfians have 
fiercely difputed about Religion. 
The Summ of the Controverfy lies 
in this, that the Perfiams purfue with 
the moft direful imprecations three of 
Mabomet’s Sucgeffors, Ebubekir, O- 
mer, and Othman, and call them Im- 
poftors, Falfifiers, and Robbers, and 
acknowledge only Ali as true Succefior 
of the Prophet, who they pretend 
was murder’d in a Jami by the trea- 
chery of his Collegues The Turks 
acknowledge all four as the Pro- 
phet’s true Succeffors, and pay an 
equal refpect and reverence to their 
Memories. Another Caufe of quar- 
re] between the two Nations is, that 
the Turks as foon as they rife out of 
their Bed, before they perform their 
Sabah Namaz, are oblig’d by their Law 
to wath their Feet with water, and after 
they have put on their Meft or Shoes, to 
rub them with their hands. The Per- 
fians on the contrary think it fufficient 
only torub the foot with the bare hand, 
at their rifing, and that any other 
wathing is needlefs. This Controver- 
fy, trifling as it may feem, is thought 


of confequence enough to fet the two 
Nations at enmity, and engage them 
in the blackeft reproaches and inju- 
ries againft each other. The Turks 
call the Perfians, Blafphemers, Im- 
pens Infidels, Kyzıl bah, or Red- 
beads, and fay they are worfe than 
the Chriffians. The Perfians in their 
turn retort the fame opprobious 
names upon the Turks. And to fuch 
height is this enmity carried between 
the two Nations, that whereas the 
Turks firmly believe that for every 
Enemy of a different Religion ( Sub- 
jects being put upon anotker foot) 
flain by them, God will amply re- 
ward the Service: in this computation 
they make one Perfian fain equal to 
feventy Chriftians, Hither we are to 
refer che manner us’d by both Na- 
tions in feading Ambaffadors. The 
King of Perfia, when he fends one to 
the Turk, amongft other Prefents, firt 
offers him the Koran, as well to boait 
the Trath of his Law, as to engage 
the Turk to the reception of ic by 
this, as ic were, filent Preaching. 
The Sultan after he has receiv’d the 
Ambaffador, and heard a Recital of 
the Prefents read to him by the Rei- 
Jul Kiutab (vulgarly the Res Efendi 
or firt Chancellor) when the name 
of the Koran is mention’d he kiffes his 
own, plac’d by him on a Cuthion, 
then reverently returns it to its for- 
mer place, by this ceremony filently 
afferting the Truth of his own Koran, 
and the Falfity of the Perfian. 

(42) [mail Shab} King of Perfia, 
Cotemporary with Bajazet, the fierce 
and everlafting Enemy of the Othman 
Race. His fuperior Knowledge has 
plac’d him ps A the moft learned 
Princes, and probably procur’d him 
the Sirname of Sofi, or the wife. + 





ws t He was Founder of the prefent Royal Family of i oe and from him they have retain'd the 


name of the Great Sophy to this day. But of this, and 


the additional Notes. 


er the like obfervations, more largely in 


meeting 
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meeting with more liberty to fpread his poifon, he turns the King with 
the whole Nation from the true paths of the Koran. 

XXIII, About the fame time, whilft Bajazet in the midh of peace, 
was rolling in pleafures, the inconveniences of approaching old age, 


sai hg and the fharp pains of the Gout in his hands (43), contracted by lux- 


ury, infpir’d him with a refolution of imitating the example of bis 
Grandfather, and voluntarily refigning the Empire. To this end, he 
fends for his eldeft Son Abmed, whom he had fet over Cony, decla.>: 
him Heir of the Empire, and chufes to lead a private life at Magne/ia, 
the place of his Grandfather's retirement. 

XXIV. But having difcover’d his intention before he had gain’d the 
great men to Abmed’s intereft, it does not fucceed to his with, and 
what he defigns to be for his advantage, turns to his detriment. 
For Selim, who was Governor of Trapezond, hearing of thefe tran- 
factions, with the forces of his Province, crofles the Pontus, marches to 
Adrianople, and that he might not alienate the Minds of his People by 
the name of rebellion, pretends he is come to pay his duty to his Fa- 
ther (44). From hence with twenty thoufand men he goes directly to Con- 
frantinople, hoping the Janizaries, whom he knew to be in his intereft, 
would jojn with him. Bajazet perceiving his Son’s defigns, affembles 
what forces happen’d to be at Con/tantinople, and bravely meets Selim, 
in the month Femaziul evvel of the year 917, near Chorlo* at a Village 


AC FA call'd Ogrifs. The battle is long doubtful, bur at laft Selim is van- 


quifh’d and forc’d to fly. Bajazet forbids all purfuit, hoping, as he faid, 
his fon would lay afide his fiercenefs, return to a found mind, and be 
convine’d by this fatherly correction, that God approves not the rebel- 
lion of children againft their Parents. But if he would not even now 
repent, he fhould be left to the divine wrath, which never fuffers re- 
bellious Sons to go unpunifh’d. Thus Selim, efcaping by the goodnefs 
of a father, comes to Varna (45), and from thence fails to Kaffa, a 


maritime Town of Crim-Tartary. 


ANNOTATIONS, 


(43) Gout in his hands] The Chri- 
ftians fay it was in the feet that Baja- 
zet was troubled with the Gout. 
Both perhaps right, fince this diftem- 
generally vifits both hands and 

eet. 
(44) To his Father] The Turks are 
enjoyn’d by their Law to vifit their 
Country and Parents, if in their 
power, after a long abfence from 
them. And to negleét this is with 
them acting againit a divine precept. 
From hence the Proverb, ** To vift 
** Country and Parents in due time, 
s< is not of lefs moment than a reli- 


« gious Pilgrimage to Mecca.” For 
this reafon, if any Servant asks leave 
from his Mafter to vifit his Country, 
the Mafter cannot deny him; or if 
he does, is chargeable with the Sin, 
and not the Servant. This was Se- 
lim’s pretence when he had only in 
view the dethroning of his Father. 
For fince Bajazet afcended the 
Throne, Selim had not once feen him. 

(45) Varna] A City of Pontus, me- 
morable by the defeat and flaughter 
of Uladifiaus, King of Hungary and 
Poland. 


XXV. Freed 
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XXV. Freed from this danger, Bajazet, who rcefe&ed not that Who. one! 
Crowns are given by God and not by man (46), think, of meeting of ng ae 
no farther obftacles to his conferring the Empire on whom he had in- 7%” 
tended. Wherefore he again fends to Abmed, telling him, his Enemy 
and Rival was conquer'd and expell’d the bounds of the Kingdom, and 
therefore he fhould come, and with univerfal confent take the crown 
with his father’s benediction. Ahmed, more cautioutly confidering the 
ofr, anfwers, ghat his father in vain attempted to confer this faveur 
oon him, fince he knew not omy the Janizatic,, but all the great Men 
were inclin’d to Se/im, and wilh’d him alore Emperor, and therefore 
it was not,a rival brother, but his adherents the foldiers, that he fear’d. 

XXVI. Bajazet fecing Ahmed diflik’d his intention, and defiring 
to debar Selim from the Throne for his infolence and immoderate chirfl 
of dominion, thinks of taking another courte, and of dcefersine his 
purpofe at prefent, in hopes of eafily finding an opportunity to effect it. 
But it feem’d difficult to revoke his declar'd refolution of reigning, be- 
caufe whatever is faid or done by the Sultans, is believed to be to 
firm (47), as not to be retracted on any humin account. Wherefore 

he 
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(46) not by man] Although the 
Turks affirm, that nothing, either of 
ood or evil can happen without the 
will of God, yet i is ther belief, 
that God can refufe nothing to a 
Mifhman, {crioufly petitioning him ac- 
cording to the Oracle of the Koran, 
« O ye Angels, my Servant has 
*© rouch’d me with Shame,” or, “Iam 
« atham’d chat I have not fulfill’d his 
« Petition. Two things however 
are, according to them, never to be 
obtain’d by Prayers, Prophecy, and 


Empire. For thefe God will never 
grant to any other, fince they 


ure already limited by his Decree, 
Prophecy to Mahomet, and to 
none after him, and Empire to the 
Othman Race alone, which feems to 
be infinuated by many expounders 
of the Koran. Thus the fubtle Im- 
oftor pronounc’d himfelf the laft of 
all the Prophets, and deftroy’d in all 
others the ambition of Empire. So 
that fhould a Man only hypothetical- 
ly fay, If God would grant me Em- 
pire or Prophecy, I would do this or 
that, he would Le immediately 
thought to have deny’d God, and 
comraunicated with Infidels, which 
Sin is only to be abolifh’d by the 
Tejdid Iman, or the renewal of his 
NS, 4, 


faith, by which, as a new Convert, 
he is to appear before the Jam or 
Pricfl, and in the prefence of two or 
three Witneffes declare the Proteflion 
of his Faith. 

(47) tu be fo firm] Amoneft the 
Sultan’s moft haughty Titles, that of 
Zillullab, or Shadow of God, holds 
the firt Place, as it commands an 
obedience to his Ediéts, as if they 
were divine, and never to be refifted. 
In proof of this opinion, I fhall pro- 
duce a particular which happen’d in 
my Father’s time. As ALahomet IV. 
was marching his Army in May thro’ 
Moldavia to the Sige of Camime, 
recollecting that it was the Seafon for 
ripe Cherries at Coz/fantinople, he 
asked the prime Vizir, why Cherries 
were not brought to his Table. The 
Vizir immediately difpatch’d a Capu 
bafa to the Prince of Moldavia, with 
command that he fhould inftantly pro- 
vide Cherries for the Emperor’s Ta- 
ble. The Prince excufing himfeli, 
by faying, that no Cherries could 
then be had, nor hardly in Yune, the 
Capuji bajba reply’d, “ O Prince, 
« when the Emperor commands, 
* there is no faying a thing is not, 
“ or cannot be done.” Wherefore 
the Prince, to make himfelf believ’d, 
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he privately endeavours to induce the Great Men to petition him to 
alter his mind. But thefe, on the contrary, encourage the Janizaries, 
(to whom quiet, and a ten years pacific (48) Emperor, was ungrateful ) 
to favour Selim, and cafily lead, where they pleafe, the foldiers thirft- 
ing, after fo long a peace, for nothing but inteftine wars and commo- 
tions. 

XXVII. The Great Men privately fend Letters to Selim, acquaint- 
ing him that they have all unanimoufly refolv’d, to falute him Entpe- 
ror, and not fuffer Bayaxet to depart from his declaration of refigning. 
the Crown. Terrified perhaps by his former danger, Selim at firfl re- 
fules his confent, and tells the Confpirators, that indeed he is fo far from 
delpifing the Throne offer’d by them, that he is ready to fhed his blood 
for any, even the meaneft foldier, but is unwilling to do any, the leat 
thing contrary to his father’s pleafure, efpecially fince he had been 
taught by late experience, that the hand of God is againft him. The 
Janizarics receiving this anfwer, repeat their inftances to Selim by 
Zemberckcin* Pafbt (49), affirming they would all bind themfelves by 
oath, not to defift, till they fee him rais’d to the Throne, even againft 
his father’s will. Perfwaded at laft by thefe promifes, Selim departs from 
Kaffa with a few attendants, and under the former pretenfe, goes to Con- 
jtantinople. On news of his arrival, the Janizaries flock together in Com- 
“panics in the ftreets, and joyfully meet him at the Gate Top Kapu (50). 
Selim furrounded with a band of thefe, enters the City, and goes into 


ANNOTATIONS. 


int by the Capuji baba fome 
Branches of Cherry Trees yet in 
the bloffom; on fight of which, Ma- 


peace with the Chrifiians, or any 
other Nation not believing in Maho~ 
met. This would at once hinder the 


Lomet is faid to have cry’d out, Gaur 
vilaicti Joub imyfh, * the Regions of 
“© the Infidels are cold,” which ad- 
nits of two interpretations, either of 
the natural coldnefs, or of any thing 
execrable and contrary to the Maho- 
metan Religion. 

(45) ten years pacific] That Peace 
and Quiet are not for the Intereft of 
this Nation, has been prov’d by con- 
flant experience. Wherefore if they 
have no foreign Enemy upon their 
hands, they turn their rage againft 
the Emperor, and like Crabs devour 
one another. To this purpofe, they 
have a faying, alberekitul berekiet, 
Motion is Happinefs, that is, every 
Alteration brings with it fome Hap- 
pinefs. For befides their natural pro- 
penfion to commotions, which pre- 
vents their having almoft any peace 
amongft themfelves, they are by their 
Law commanded to keep no Jong 


propagation of their Religion, and 
give occafion for everlafting civil dif- 
fenfions. The Turks here fay only 
Halizeman, i. e. fome time, but I 
compute it at ten years. Chriffian 
Writers agree with them, whilft they 
affert that Bajazet lay fome time quiet 
under the confinement of the Gout. 
(49) Zemberekchi* Pa/hi] He was for- 
merly Superintendent of the Battering 
Rams, and other military Machines, 
from Zemberek, an Engine to throw 
Stones, and Bafi, one that prefides. 
This Office is now grown into difufe. 
(50) Top Kapu) Etymologically the 
Gate of the warlike Engines. It is 
in the weftern part of the City, in 
the high road between Ederne Ca- 
pufi, the Adrianople Gate, and Sylli- 
uri Capufi, the Syllebrian Gate.” In 
that Row are large Towers, where 
the Turks lodge their Gun-powder to 
be diftributed out to neceflary ufes. 


the 
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the Mead Enrbagche (g1), where the Janizaries had prepared Tents for 
him. 

XXVIII. Bajazet is troubled at the news of this uneapected affair, 
and perceiving nothing could be done by force, ftudies to foften his fon 
by genile expreffions. Wherefore on the eighth day, when he thought 
the violence of his ardor abated, he fends for his Prime Vizir, Coja Muj- 
tapha Pafha (52), and bids him in his name tell his fon: “ If my fon de- 

fires to vifit me, and obtain my benediAion, why does he delay? But 
“ if under thefe proceedings he only conceals his impiety, why does 
“ he vainly fpend the time?” The Vizir executes his commiffion, and 
with duc Adoration delivers the Sultan’s commands. Selim perceives Ba- 
gaxct’s policy, and returns a no lefs ambiguous and acute anfwer, * Tell 
“ my Father, (fays he to the Vizir) I will not in the leaf: difobey his 
orders, and am ready to go wherever he fhall fend me, 1f he will bur 
pleafe to fatisfy fome doubts Í have entertained concerning the prefent 
adminiftration of affairs. Sof ogli (53), a man of no account is rifen 
up in tle Eaft, and with a fudden and {wift progrefs, has laid wafte 
the Othman Empire, carrying his arms as far as Ce/area, whilft you 
inftead of defending the Provinces, are an idle {pectator of dis vic- 
tories. On the other hand, a Chercafhan* (z4), of obfcure birth and 
name, who ought to be proftrate under the {word of the Othmans, 
has made himfelf mafter not only of Egypt, but of many other 
counties in Syrza, formerly tubject to our dominion, and holds them 
even to this day, as if they were his lawful inheritance. To fuch 
contempt, the Majefty of the Empire, rever’d under our Anceftors, 
is fallen, and they, who formerly under the name of Bajazet, were 
fear’d as invincible Heroes by the neighbouring Nations, are now 
under the fame name, as men unattive and effeminate, {corn’d and 
provok’d. Where is now the honour of the Aliothman Scepter | 
Where the military Difcipline! Where the zeal of propagating the 
Law! Where the arts of Government! Is it thus, the Empire is in- 
larg’d? Is +t thus, we deal with our enemies? Is it thus, the ardor of 
our hitherto invincible foldiery is preferv’d? Certainly by fuch me- 
theds our glorious Anceftors neither eftablifh’d the Throne, nor ex- 
tended the bounds of the Empire. Thefe things duly weigh’d, let 
my father himfelf judge, whether they, who by their confent (55), 
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ANNOTATIONS. 


(51) Embag.be* | Etymologically 
New Garden. Ic 1s a {pace of almoft 
W mile in compafs, but at prefent 
a Meadow where Horfes go to paf- 
ture, and call’d by them Chair. 

(52) Cora Muftapha Pafea\ or Old 
Mufiapha. A large Stone Exchange 
Sy che convenience of Merchants, 


built by him at Conftantinople, and 
which ftill retains his name. 

(53) Sofi Ogh] Ifmail King of Perfia, 

(54) The Chercafian*] The King 
of Egypt. 

(55) By their confent] The perfi- 
dious Son is feeking excufes for de- 
throning his Father, and putting him 
to death. 
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‘or permiffion, or negligence, have been the caufe of thefe mifma- 
« pagements, can cfcape punifhment? For unlefs a timely remedy be 
t applied to thefe corruptions, we fhall be oblig’d to afcribe the ap- 
t proaching and almoft unavoidable ruin of our Empire to our ioth, 
« and not to the bravery of our enemies.” ; 

XXIX. The Vizir returning to the Sultan, and reporting his fon’, 
anfwer, Bajazet, is faid to reply: “ I too plainly fee, my fon’s bufiag!* 
js not to vifit his father, but right or wrong to feize the Empire. 
© However that it is defign’d for him by heaven, I am convine’d by my 
dreaming (56) laft night, that my Crown was by the foldiers plac’d 
on Selims head. Wherefore fince I deem it impious either to at; 
tempt, or act any thing contrary to God's will, in an humble refigna- 
tion to divine providence, I lay down the Enfigns of Government, 
‘and will and command Selim to be by all faluted Emperor.” Ac- 
cordingly he inftantly acquaints Selim with his refolution, and defires 
his permiffion to live privately at Dymotica. Selim incveats his father to 
remain in che new Palace, for that he will be contented with the Em- 
pire in the old one. Bajazet ftill urges his requet, alledging, one 
{cabbard can never hold two {words (57). So prevailing at Jan, and ta- 
king with him the moft precious things our of the Treafury, he denarts 
from Conftantinople, in company with Yunus Pajha(s5) and a few 
friends, the 18th day of the month Sefer in che year 918. 

XXX. Selim with the Great Men attends his father to Kuchuk* Chek- 
meje* (sg) two hours diftant from Conffantinople, talks to him about 
eftablifhing the State, and as if he had a mind to expiate by his prefent 
obfequioufnefs his paft difobedience, defires his Blefling. After which, 
he bids his father farewell, and returning to the Palace, receives the im- 
perial diadem with the ufual folemnities. 
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ANNOTATIONS 


(56) dreaming] The Turks are very 
fuperftitious about Dreams, and 
think, that the pure Soul of a Mu- 
fulman forefees, and is admonifh’d of 
fome things ina Dream. They have 
a Book call’d Vakaà namè, or the In- 
terpreter of Dreams, to which they 
apply on thefe occafions. But they 
fay, Diusk giorendè degil dur yoran de- 
dur, That is, the Event of the dream 
depends not on the Seer but the Inter- 
preter. For this reafon, as foon as 
any one fays, I have had a Dream 
this Night, all the Company cry out, 
Chair ola, by which they think, that 
though the Interpretation of the 
Dream is of bad portent, yet it is 
pow averted. 

(57) Two Swords] He feems to 
have alluded to the faying of Alexander 


the Great, « That the World could 
‘© not be govern’d by two Suns, 
** nor with fafety to its State be fub- 
“ jeét to two Emperors.” 

(58) 2unus Pafha| From the Fe- 
brew, Fochanan or Jobn, So Fobn 
the Prophet is by them cald Yunus 
Peigamber. 

(59) Kuchuk* Chekmeje*| A little 
Draw-Bridge, afterwards turn’d into 
one entire Bridge, but ftill retaining 
the name of Little, to diftinguith sr 
from q Greater. Kuchuk® Chekmej.* 
is the Town formerly known by the 
name of AÆibyra in the high road 
which leads to Adrianople, diftant 
from Conftantinople two hours, and: 
rom Bujuk Chekmeje* (Great Bridge) 
1X. 


XXXI. Mean 
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XXXI. Mean while, Bayazet purfues his intended tourne, but fo 
flowly, that he halted, on pretence of indifpofition, sn almot every 
village, and thereby bred a fufpicion in his fon, that he hop’d to be re- 
call’d to the Government, ( which he had unwillingly refign’d) by fome 
popular commotion. Perhaps this was the caufe, that when he was 
Karce forty miles from the City, he ended his days by an unexpected 
Matvrdom (60), Selm having notice of his death, orders the Vizir 
awe’ Great Mem to remove his body to Con/fantinople. He himfelf in 
2 mourning habit meets them on foot in their return without the City, 
and wich great pomp, like a criumph, introducing the funeral into the 
town, commands the body to be buried in the Fam founded by Bajazet. 

XXXII. Bayazet liv’d fixty two, and reignid thirty two, years. He had 
five fons, Abmed, Selim, Shebinfhah, Alemfbab, and Corcud, whofe for- 
tunes will be related hereafter. He was-a Pringe if the Turki Hiftorians 
are to be credited, valiant, active, of an invincible mind, even in adver fity, 
and had by exercife acquir’d fush ftrength, that few could equal, and 
none excell him. A punétual obferver of ahedaw, and a great patron 
of the tearned, to cach of whom he not only gave every year sen 
thoufand zlkebe* (61), but alfo bountifully fupplied them with Softa + 
and provifions according to.their refpective conditions. He was,himtlf 
fo well vers’d in all parts of literature, ichat he was ofteem’d „by ihis 
people, as well the Prince of learning as of the Empire. By his conduét 
or good fortune, the Othman Empire, was not only not impair’d, but 
grievous wars wag'd with greathonour, and large’ Kingdoms fabdd'd. He 
expended great part of his revenue in buildings raisid to the Glory of 
God (62). He repair’d che walls of the City demolifh’d:in-many places 
by an Earthquake, and in the Brafier’s Marker (63}bpilr a ftately Ya- 
mt of admirable workmanfhip, with another iat sémgfa not indeed fo 
large, but equally beautifal and olegant. I fay nothing of the many 
Medrefe, and Imaret ereted ‘by him in feveral places. Befides thefe 
ftructures deftin'd for the divine-fervice, ‘he’ built near Ofmansyk, over 
the river Kyzyl irmak (64) a matble bridge of nineteen arches, and 


ANNOTATIONS. 


(60) Martyrdom] From hence may 
be inferr’d rhat what Philp Lonicer 
relates of bis -death “out 6f Mutbomy 
Manevin, is not a ition. In Tom. I. 
Part v. c. 22. He teils us chat Ba- 
jazet was murder’d on his journey by 
the hands of a fewifo Phyfician, tho’ 
ithe Turks do not avowealy confefs the 
deed. 

(61) Akche*] White, interpreted 
from the Greek word aczspov. It is a 
piece of money lefs in weight and 
value than all others ( the brak half- 


penny’scalled Mangyr, excepted) 120 
of this Coin make a Leonne, 300 a 
‘WearnamCrown. 

(62) Glory o° God] Whatever 1s 
dedicated to God, is vulgarly faid to 
be built to the Glory of God, Hake 
yoluna, or in the Arabic, filebil ullah, 
or fi tavyk ullab, m the way of God, 

(63) Brafier’s Market} Not far 
from the old Palace, call’d anciently 
Rednonparye: 


(64) Kyzyl Irmak] Red Stream. 
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in the Province of Sarichan over the river Gioz/ii (65), another of 
fquare ftone with the fame number of arches. 

XXXII. But before I proceed, I fhall relate a fingular inftance of 
piety much praifed by the Turks. He is faid through the whole courfe 
of hislife, to have carefully preferv’d the duft, which in his expeditions, 
ftuck to his Cloaths, and in his laft hours conjur'd the By-flanders with 
direful imprecations to make a large brick of it, and place it in his mo- 
nument under his right arm inftead of a cufhion, adding he had ui- 
ways regarded the Hadis (66), or faying: Igburetu Caddemabu febilul- 
lah haram alethi ennare: that is, “ If any man’s feet have been 
“ fprinkled with the duft in the path of the Lord, him will God 


“ preferve from Hell-fire.” 


ANNOTATIONS. 


(65) Giozfui] Water of the Eye 
or Eyes, metaphorically , Tears, as 
Gioz yafbi, the humour/or fpring of 
the Eyes. j 

(66) Hadis] Is properly the Ora- 
cle of a falfe Prophet, pronounc’d 
according to the opinion of the Turks 
with a prophetical Spirit. For they 


diftinguifh the Prophecies of the Ko- 
ran into divine, or diétated by the 
Archangel to Mahomet, which they 
call Hadifi Kudus, and into Propheti- 
cal, which Mahomet pronounc’d by 
a divine Spirit, and thefe they call 
Hadifunnebevi, 
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CHAP. UL 


I. E L I M, firnam’d Yavuz (1), was born in the year 872, in his 
Grandfather's life-time, whilft Bajazet was Lord of Amafa, 
and in 918 on the rgth of the Month Sefer in the 46th year of his 


age, 


ANNOTATIONS. 


(1) Yavuz] This word properly 
fignifies fierce or favage, and from 
thence pafionate. This name (’tis 
faid) was apply’d to Sclim for his 
rage and tyranny, with which he pur- 
fued not only the Criminals, but alfo 
the innocent, even his Father and 
Brothers, as if they were Enemies. 
They report of him, that once or- 
dering his Prime Vizir to erect the 
Horfe-Tails before his Grte as the 
fignal of an expedition, and to pitch 
the Tents in a proper place, the Vizir 
only asking him to what quarter he 
would have the Tents pitch’d, he 
was, without any anfwer to his quef- 
tion, put to death by him: that a 
Succeflor met with the fame fate the 
fame day, but that the chird, made 
wifer by the examples of the other 
two, pitch’d the Tents to the four 
quarters of the World, and took care 
to have every thing ready that was 
neceflary to the expedition. be- 
ing afterwards ask’d by the Sukan, 
whether and to what quarter tne ex- 

° pedition was prepar’d, aafwer’d him 
that every thing was in a readincls 


2 


Jet him move which way he thought 
fit, to which the Sulcan’s reply was, 
« The death of the two firt has 
« fav’d the life of rhe third, and 
** procur’d mea good Vizir.” He 
alone of fo many 7urki/f> Emperors 
fhav’d his Beard after he afcended the 
Throne, contrary to the Precepts of 
the Koran and the receiv’d cuftom. 
For the Sons of the Emperors are or- 
der’d by the Law to fhave their 
Beards before they come to the Em- 
pire, but afterwards to let them 
grow. Selim being on this account 
one day gently and facetioufly re- 
rov’d by the Mufu, anfwer’d that 
fe did it to prevent his Vizir’s ha- 
ving any thing to lead him by. The 
Turks relate of him, that he had al- 
ways by him, or in his hands, a 
Club call’d Topuz, of which they fay 
this was the occafion. In the time of 
his Father fome Provinces bordering 
on Perfia paid yearly to that Empire 
for peace fake by way of Tribute a 
certain number of Carpets call’d Chul”, 
His Father being dead, the Gover- 
nours of thefe Provinces, fent to S2- 
lim 
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age is appointed Emperor of the Orbmans, after the expulfion of fils 
father. His brothers, either becaufe of his intereft with the foldicfy, 
or in order to appeafe his fierce temper, did not dare to contradiét it. 
Only Abmed, who was perfe€tly acquainted with his Brother's difpofi- 
tion, and certainly knew he fhould no where be fafe whilft he was on 
the Throne, refolves through defpait, either to remove his brother, or 
die in the attempt. Wheréfdre ăllur'd by a falfe expectation, that fome 
Great Men, who favour'd Selim only in appearance, would efpoufe his 
caufe, he raifes all the forces of mafia, and thinking it beft to enter 
his brother’s dominions, prepares to pafs into Europe. 
andisdefeated II. Abmed had fcarce taken this refolution, when it was dif-over’d to 
and ftrangle’ Solim by his {pies, whom he every where incourag’d, in order therefore 
to extinguifh this flame, and furprife his brother before his whofe atmy 
was affembled, he leads his forces over the Bo/phorus into Afia. Abmed, 
though he perceiv’d his defign was too early difcover’d, vet when he 
faw he muft either conquer or die, bravely meets his brother at Enifhe- 
hir with what troops he had. Moreover, he valiantly fights in the 
foremoft ranks, fo that he more than once rallied the bréken “wings. 
Ar, laft his army, overpower’d with numbers, after a great flaughter is 
entirely ‘routed. Moft chufe to cover the place, where they ftobd, 
with their Bodies, few endeavouring to efcape by flight. ‘mong “thefe, 
Abmed being taken alive, is immediately ftrangled, and butied’ac Prufa. 
Coreud is put II. Having refrefh’d his men, a few days after this victory, ‘he 
oe leads them againft his brother Coreud, whom his father had fer over 
` Magnefia. Corcud, though he had hitherto chofen to reverence his 
brother, and fee what fortune would allot him, rather than imbrue his 
hands with fratricide, yet when he finds his fubmiffion difregarded, and 
his blood thirfted after, meets Se/im with what troops were under 
his command, that he might not at leaft die unreveng’d. But Selim, 
with his difciplin’d and more numerous army, eafily vanquifhes and dif- 
perfes his brother’s forces rais’d in hafte. In this defperate ftate, Cor- 
cud efcapes by flight, but deferted by his people, without fervant or com- 
panion, he wanders alone in the night through by-ways and deferts, 


144 


ANNOTATIONS. 


lim to know whether this light Tri- 
bute was to be continued or not. 
His anfwer was, ‘* Tell the Infidel 
« Red-head, that the Father of the 
« Carpets is gone, and the Father 
s of the Clubs come in his room.” 
This Phrafe, Father of the Clubs, has 
by the Turks been borrow’d from He- 
brew and Arabic, and fignifies a Man 
abounding with any thing, as Ebul 
Iman, Father of Faith, or endu’d with 
Faith, Ebul Sulcb, Father of Peace, 
or abounding with peace, quiet, dltun 


babafi, the Father of Gold, that is, 
abounding with money, Deulet baba- 
Ji, Father of Happinefs, or old in 
Honours, So Seim calls his Father 
Bajazet, Chuljs* babafi, the Father ‘of 
Carpets, becaufe he gave Carpets to the 
Perfians, ‘and himfelf Father of Clubs, 


` bé¢aufe inftead of Carpets, he de- 


fign’d them arms and clubs. The 
Turks are full of fuch ftories of their 
Selim, which for brevity are omitted 
by us. 


and 
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and by day conceals himfelf in dark and horrible caves. He was faid 
to do this, that he might after the example of Yem (2), dy to the Chri- 
fiians and be protected by them from his brother's power. Whereupon 
Selim, fearing he might give them advices detrimental to the Othman 
affairs, commands him to be more diligently {carch’d after. At length, 
f8ch was his fate, he is found by a foldier, drawn from his thelter, 
and brought to Selim, who without giving him an opportunity to {peak 
Ye. himéelf, though he earneftly defir’d it, delivers him to the executi- 
éher to be ftrangled. 

IV. Selim having thus deftroyed the Rivals of his Empire, as well Sminv uu 
as fome domeftick Enemies (3), turns his thoughts to foreign conquetts. nh -A 
Amongft his enemies abroad, the chief was doubtlefs Sultan Gauri, Aand 
King of Egypt, with whom, after many difputes, Bayaxet had made a 
peace. But to attack him before Kyztlbafh shah: (4) was vanguifh’d, 
feem’d neither fafe nor advifcable. This laft had fufficiently difcover'd 
his enmity, and therefore it was to be fear'd, the Perfans would come 
upon the Orhmans intent upon the Egyptian affairs. The breach was 
widen'd by the late heretical alterations of the Koran by Sheitan Cu- 
ly, which with the King’s approbation had infected all Perfia, and ren- 
der'd her an enemy to the true followers of the Koran. Upon thefe 
confiderations, Selim refolves to humble the Perfians before he proceeds 
to other undertakings. So in the year 920, he leads a numerous army jy. zo. 
into Afia, and at Tybris (5) one of the principal Cities of Perfa ona ,Ga313, 
plain call’d Chaldiran* (6) he finds the enemy’s army not inferior to 
his own. Whereupon he inftantly affembles the Vizirs and the reft 
of his friends, to confult what was to be done. All agree, things were 
not to be hurried, leaft the foldiers fatigu’d with their march, might 
afford the enemy an eafy victory, that the battle therefore was to be 
defer'd till next day, and time given the troops to recover them- 
felves. This advice being unanimoufly approv’d of, Selim alone is 
againft it, and fays, “ the counfel you have given is no lefs advanta- 

“ gious to the enemies than to us, for are not they equally fatigu’d with 
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(2) of Fem] This I take to be ra- 
ther ironically fpoken by the Turks, 
who well know thar Jem was mur- 
der’d amongft the CLrifians. 

(3) domeftick Enemies] Namely 
fome great Courtiers, who privately 
favour’d Bajazet, and were all put to 
death by Selim. 

(4) Kyzilbafh foabi} King of the 
Redbeads. This was I/mael Sofi the 
wiet and moft learned of all the 
Perfian Kings. He was deem’d a 
Saint by his Subjects, becaufe in his 
time happen’d the Reformation of the 


N’ 4. 


Koran, as has been related in a for- 
mer note. 

(5) Tybris] This City was fhortly 
after recover’d by the Perfans, and 
is in their poffeffion to this day. 

(6) Chaltiran® | According to the 
opinion of many ıt ıs a fpacious Plain 
under the Walls of Tydris, and ftll 
retains this name. Others think it a 
fmail Town not far from Tybris. 
Etymologically it fignifies a Man 
who expofes any thing to Theft, 
from the verb Chalarum*, to fteal, 
from whence Chaldrirum to caufe to 
fteal. And alfo caufing him to knock. 


Pp “ their 
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« their march? Wherefore I do not fee why we fhould allow them time 
“ to refift and prepare the better for battle. And indeed I now per- 
« ceive our error in not attacking them at firft fight, and in confulting 
“ before, not after the battle, about refrefhing our then.” 

V. Having faid thefe words, he difmiffes the Council with ordets to 
prepare for battle, and immediately fending for his Defterdar (7), Piti 


Pufhe, 


ANNOTATIONS. 


(7) Defterdar] A word deriv’d from 
the Perfian Defter, Accompts or 
Book of Accompts, and Dar, keep- 
ing, or it you had rather from the 
Greek, Aipbépe, the Skin or Vellum, 
on which they wrote. It is a very 
high Office in the Othman Court, 
and the Perfon invefted with it, has 
the management of the whole exter- 
nal Revenue. But if a Secretary or 
Effendi enjoys this office, he can do 
nothing without the confent of the 
Vizir. But if manag’d by a Pappa 
with three Tug, he draws the Tura 
along with him, even without the pri- 
vity of the Vizir, and in his own name 
publifhes the Ferman. This feldom 
happens but when the Vizir being ftu- 
pid or ignorant, the Emperor is pleas’d 
to commit this Trut ro a Man of 
greater authority. The Defterdar 
has under him twelve Chancclleries 
cald Calem, in which the whole 
Income, Tributes, and Cuftoms of 
the Empire are collected, and the 
military ftipends diftributed, but un- 
der different fuperincendents. The 
Defterdar holds the firft, out of 
which are iffued all Mandates, as 
well ro the other Chancelleries, as 
through the whole Empire for levy- 
ing the Tribute and Cuftoms. Over 
the fecond is the Res Efendi, High 
Chancellor of the Empire; the third 
is under the Defter Emini, who infpects 
the Books and Accompts of all the 
Revenues, The Beglikchy* is over the 
fourth, who iffues out Mandates to 
the Pafas, and the letters of the 
Pafbaltks, Principalities, and other 
Offices: The Rufnamesi has the fifth, 
and audits all the diurnal Stipends 
throughout the whole Empire. The 
Bafo Mubafebeji is over the fixth; 
he is Accomprant General, and in his 
Office all Accompts are made up: 
The feventh is under the direction of 
the Anadoli Mubafebeji, who is at the 


head of the Afiatic Revenues: Over the 
eighth is the Haraj Mubafebeji, to 
whom is committed the' care of le- 
vying the Tributes rais’d upon the 
Jews and Chriflians: The ninth is held 
by the Mevkufat, who has under his 
direction the Moneys expended for 
pious ufes: The Mate Deskierey: holds 
the tenth, to whom belongs the 
Chamber of Poffeflions and other 
Revenues: Over the eleventh, is the 
Mucabeleji, as if you fhould fay, the 
Counter-fribe, he manages the Lifts 
of the Soldiery ; fhows whe is déad 
or fuperannuated, fo that the pay 
may not exceed or fall fhort of the 
number of foldiers: and has two 
Deputies, the Yaya Mucabeldéfi, who 
takes account of the Infantry through 
the whole Empire, and the 4ily Mu- 
cabeleji, who looks after che Spabj 
and the other Cavalry, or Stipendia- 
ries difpers’d in the Tymar zamei, 
Over the laft the Te/brifatchi*, whom 
we fhould call Mafter of the Cere- 
monies. In al) thefe Chincelleries the 
Mandates indeed are writ in the Turk- 
ifb Language, but all the Accompts 
in the Perfian, and in the Character 
Kyrma, i. e. broken, (not legible 
by any Perfon who ts not us’d to it) 
with fuch concifenefs, that the Reve- 
nuesand yearly expences of the Empire 
are laid before the gpr in twenty 
four Pages. The Director of every 
Chancellery has his Kalfa vulgarly 
Chalifé, under him, or, as we fhould 
fay, his Secretary. The chief of 
thefe are the Maden Kaifa, who has 
under his infpeétion all the Revenues 
from which any Certain and Hmited 
Sum arifés, as from Mines, Pro- 
vinces with an annual 'fettled Tribute 
ic. and the Achir Kalfa, who takes 
an account of the Enrperor’s Stable. 
Befides thefe Chancelleries there are 
other Offices, the Emanet, as if one 
fhould fay the Concreditory, becanfe 
their 
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Pafha, who was not at the Council, bids him give his opinion in the 
cafe. Though he did not know the Emperor's mind, yet his advice was 
agreeable to his will, ©“ The reputation (fays he) of the Othman arms 
« is not fo to be expos’d, that the eyes of our enemies accullom’d to 
« the fight of us, may learn firft to bear and chen co contemn our va- 
“« Jour. It is a good Omen (8) to attack the enemies at firft fighr, 
«and fall upon them before they can open their eyes. Befides, if a 
" battle be not haften’d, it is to be fear'd, a delay may breed a fedi- 
« dition in the army. For fince many, who ferve under the Turki/h 
"Banners, have long contracted friendthip and affinity with the Per- 
« fians, very poffibly, if time be given for mutual difcourfe, they may 
“ be corrupted, and the unftable vulgar be induc’d, if not openly to 
revolt, yet certainly to fight with a double heart, and (as the Proverb 
“ fays) with the tips of their fingers only (9).’ Selim, when he had 


ANNOTATIONS. 


their Accompts cahnot be given in 
with accuracy, but muft, for the 
moft part, be left to the honefty 
of the Officers, The Defterdar can 
ifue out no Mandates to thief in 
his own name, though they are ob- 
hg’d to make up their Accompts in 
his Chancellery. Thefe are, 1. The 
Terfana Emint, who has the care of 
building and repairing the Ships, aud 
whatever relates to the Navy. 2. 
The Giumruk Emm or Matter of the 
Cuftoms. 3. The Zarbchane Emm, 
or Matter of the Mint. He does not 
like the reft give an account of the 
Receipts and Disburfements, but farms 
the Bullion at the rate of delivering 
fo many purfes daily into the Treafu- 
ry, after which he ias the power of 
eoining as much Money ^s he can 
for his own advantage. 4. The 
Matpach Emini, or chief of the 
Grand Seignor’s Kitchen. 5. The 
TopcLana Nazyri, Super-intendent of 
the Ordnance and orher warlike En- 
gines. 6. The Arpa Emini, who 
lays in the Provifion of Barley for the 
Royal Stables, and Officers belonging 
to them. 7. The Mubacji or gene. 
ral Purveyor. 8. The Shebir Amini 
whofe bufinefs it is to fee that the 
Walls and Fortreffes be kept in fuf- 
ficient repair. 9, The Grumifo Chane 
Emini, who furvey’s the Metal Mines, 
and either collects the Profits ariling 
from theta, or lets them out to farm 
at a yearly Rent. To conclude, 
next to the Prime Vizir the only 
Officer in’ the anter Caner funenor 


to the Defterdar, is Kutchuda beg, or, 
Kuhaya, Licutenant of the Prime 
Vizir, who ‘s nat in rank to the 
Vizi. Of all the money ebroughe 
into the Imperial Treafury, the Def- 
terdar has the twentieth part, from 
whence, I know tor certain and by 
experience, there accrues to him at 
lcaft two hundred thoufand Imperials, 
of which he delivers fifty thoufand 
to Kretchida beg. But the Prime Vi- 
zir may juftly get every year fix 
hundred thoufand Imperials, not to 
mention the Prefents and other Arts 
usd by che Vizirs to fatmte their 
Avarice. This may frem incredible 
to fuch as have not feen the Othman 
Court, but thofe who know better, 
will think otherwife. Of thefe things 
more largely elfewhere. 

(8) good Omen} Ogur. The Turks 
are peritwaded, if they make the firft 
onfet, the Victory will be theirs. 
Hence the Proverb, “* He that 
t ftrikes firft is a good and perfect 
‘© Archer.” But in the laft wat with 
the Germans, the better and more 
prudent Tw? kik Generals were entire- 
ly of another opinion. 

(9) tips ef their fingers] It is a 
Turkifo Phrafe, ‘* To take a thing 
“« with the extremity of the Hand” 
inftead of faying, * To go about an 
“ affair unwillingly.” Thus they 
fay, Harbe uj: ile Virmek, to give 
with the extremity or point of a 
Spear, {peaking of Borderers rely» 
ing on the affiftance of another. 
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heard this fpeech, cries out, “ Lo! in my whole army with much diffi- 
“ culty have I found one prudent and well-advis’d Man, whofe opinion 
“ fhall be of more weight with me, than the Heads, Hands, and Arms 
“ of fo many thoufands. Affuredly to my own and the Empire’s great 
« detriment has this man, I think, been hitherto uninvefted with the 
“ Prime Vizirfhip.” 

VI. Selim thus approving of his advice, inftantly commands the 
Enemies and City, which was furrounded with their forces, to be in- 
vefted, and the Perfian army rather pompous than well array’d, to be 
attack'd. The battle begins with the great guns, which are difcharg’d 
by the European Troops in the left wing, fo unhappily ftacton’d, that 
an oppofite Hillock either receiv’d the Balls or fent them without exe- 
cution over the Perfian Camp. But the Afatick forces, under thè 
command of Sinan Pafha (10), move towards the Perfians with clofe 
ranks, and draw their field pieces after them. Sinan, when he comes 
within Cannon-fhot, orders the foremoft ranks to open to the right and 
left, and give room for the great guns behind them, which being dif- 
charg’d make fuch a flaughter among the enemies, that the Per/iae 
troops, who before were like a wall, feem'd now to refemble ftreets and 
lanes (11). The enemies ranks being thus broken, the fignal is given 
to charge them hand to hand with fwords and javelins, by which 
means, one half of the enemies left wing is flain, and the reft forc’d 
to fly. Shab, when he fees the left wing of the Perfans in danger, 
leaves the right, and with his beft Regiments coming to their rehef, 
bravely repulfes the Turks now intent upon the utter deftru€tion of the 
remains of it. Selim, on the other hand, perceiving his right wing to 
be prefs'd with multitudes, places thirteen thoufand Janizaries on their 
flank, with orders, firft to charge the enemies at diftance with ball, 
then attack them {word in hand, and by bearing the brunt of the battle, 
give the others time to rally. His orders are diligently executed, and 
the Perfians fo fiercely attack’d that they flowly give ground, and at 
laft take to open flight. The Perfan right wing, which ftill bravely 
fuftain’d the charges of the Turks, perceiving this, and defpairing of 
victory, fly alfo for their lives, Thus every where vanquith’d, and 
fhamefully put to flight, the Perfians are by the Turki/p foldiers flain, 
taken, and branded with eternal difhonour. Shab himfelf hardly ef- 
capes by the fwiftnefs of his horfe, which would not have fnatch’d him 


Defeats the 
Perfians with 
great Slaugh- 
ter. 
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(10) Sinan Pafha] A very famous 
General among the Turks. At Con- 
Stantinople a ftately building of his 
ftands on fifty marble oćtangular Pil- 
lars, in the entrance of the inner 
Port over againft Pera. In this edi- 
fice Boftanji Bafoa is wont to refide 
in the Spring. For near it, is a Gate 

2 


Jeading to the Imperial Court, de- 
ftin’d for the habitation of the Boftan- 
ji, where is alfo another Stove call’d 
Yala Kofoki 
(11) Streets and Lanes] Socak be 
Socak, Street by Street. It isa Turk- 
ifb Phrafe, fignifying confus’d heaps 
here and there. 
from 
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tiom the danger, if the night coming on had not put an end to the 
purfuit. The Perfans loft in the battle, befides many thoufands of 
flain (12), the leaders of both wings, Mebemed Chan and Tekielichan 
the braveft and ftouteft Generals at that time in Perfia. 

VII. This victory would have been much greater and more compleat, dimit «1 


had not Selim thought it dangerous to purfue in the night, through di 


ficult and narrow places, the enemies not fo broken but they might 
ftill venture to make a frefh attempt. Wherefore founding a retreat, 
he plunders the Camp, where he finds the immenfe treafure and rich 
furniture of I/mail Shab. After which, he declares Piri Pajha, (the 
advifer of the battle) Vizir, and orders it to be proclaim’d, that no 
Nifa and Sabian Captive fhould be detain’d, but all difmifs’d, ad- 
ding, “ it is unjuft to make Captives of men, who are Sunni (13), and 


“ fore’d 
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(12) Thoufands of flain] Tho’ 
this was.a fierce and bloody Battle, 
the number of flain on either fide 1s 
hot mention’d by the Turk% Hitto- 
rians. 

(13) Sunni] So the Turks call them- 
felves and the reft of the Mufulmans 
in refpeét of the Perfians and other 
Hereticks, They think it unlawful 
to detain hke Slaves the Sunn, tho’ 
taken in war, but it they are Re- 
bels, they are to be punifh’d with 
death, if not, to be releas’d. This 
is indeed an inviolable Law with the 
Turks, but with the Tartars, though 
they are Mahometans, it is not ob- 
ferv’d. To this purpofe, I fhall re- 
Jate a ftory, which plainly fhows 
the difpofition of the Yartars to the 
Turks, and of which I was my felf 
an eye-witnefs. When my Father 
Conftantinus Cantemyrius govern’d 
Moldavia, the Serasgier or General 
of the Turk Army, Aimeji Solyman 
Pafra (afterwards Prime Vizir ) ftaid 
at Babadagy a Town of Myfia fixty 
miles beyond the Danube, whilft he 
was affembling the European forces 
and preparing to ftore Camentec, where 
a Famine rag’d, with Provifions. In 
order to be inform’d cf the condition 
of the Caftle and the Camp of 
Jobn lil, King of Poland, he fends a 
Letter to my Father by I/mail aga 
(one of tis Officers called Agaler, ) 
in which he order’d the Bearer to be 
fafely guarded to Camente and con- 
vey’d to Cabraman Pajba, who com- 
a phe Garrifon of that Cattle. 


My Father giving him a Guard, he 
happily enters the Caftle, and dif- 
mifies our Men, intending to retuin 
with fome Soldiers of Camemtec. Ha- 
ving inform’d himfelf of what he was 
order’d, he departs with ten Turkifh 
Soldiers. When they come to Stepha- 
nefti a Town of Moldava on the Banks 
of the Hyerafus, he meets a Hord of 
Tartars gomg to ravage Poland. Ha- 
ving ask’d them, who was their Lea- 
der, he wifhes them a profperous ex- 
pedition and proceeds in his journey. 
Buc prefently after he fees himfelf 
purfued full fpeed by about fifty 
Tartars, as if they had forgot ta 
make fome inquiry. The Turks being 
under no fear of the Tartars their Al- 
hes, unfortunately halt and wait their 
coming. The moment the Tartars 
overtake them, they draw their 
Swords, and bid them difmount. In 
vain do the Turks ask them, what 
they meant, they are immediately 
bound with thongs, ftript to their 
fhirts, and threaten’d with death, un- 
lefs they did what they were order’d. 
Terrified at this unexpected and pre- 
fent danger, they promife to do 
whatever is enjoin’d them. In the 
firft place therefore, the Tartars un- 
mercifully fcourge their Captives, 
then fhave their Beards and Mufta- 
chios, and teach them to anfwer in 
the Ruffian Language ta the queftion 
what Countrymen are ye? Neznaiu, 
ya Rufak. < I know noc, I am a 
“e Ruffian.’ Having thus inftruéted 
them, they bring the Turks a few days 
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« forc'd into arms; the victory is fufficient and the vanquith’d are ra- 
“ ther to be treated with clemency than cruelty. And as for Shab he 


ec may 
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after, with their hands tied behind 
them, to J/mail a Town in Bujak on 
the Danube, and there cruelly ufe 
them all might, that they may not 
difcover themfelves to be Turks. 
Which when they had fwore to con- 
ceal, they expofe them next day to 
Sale. The Purchafers of Captives 
(for there are many in that place 
who tranfmit to their partners at 
Conftantinople Slaves bought of the 
Turks) asking what Countrymen 
they are, the Tartars immediately 
fhake their Whips at their Captives, 
that mindful of the Lafhes they had 
receiv’d, they may {peak Rufian. 
So felling them for ten Imperials a 
Head (for they did not defire a great 
price for «fuch vile wares) the Tar- 
tarsinftantly return home. The = 
tives within two or three hours fpeak- 
ing in the pure Turkifo Language beg 
for God’s fake fome Vittuals and 
Drink. The Merchants, furpris’d at 
hearing the pure Turkifo Dialeét, 
(which is extremely difficult to be 
pronounc’d by the Ru/ians ) ask how 
they that were born in Kufia came 
to fpeak Turkifh fo elegantly? The 
Turks fhowing the marks of their 
ftripes, thefe, fay they, with the 
Tartarian cunning, converted us from 
Turks into Rufians, At laft, the 
Merchants finding they had bought 
Turks inftead of Ruffians, and fo loft 
their money, give them their liberty. 
But J/mail aga the Officer, a man of 
wit and humour, defires his Purcha- 
fer to carry him as a Slave to Baba- 
dagy (where the Seraskier waited his 
return) and expofe him in the Mar- 
ket to fale, and that he would there 
retend to run away. The Merchant 
being taught his leffon, leads the OM- 
cer difguis’d by his flripes and lofs of 
beard, through the midi of the 
Camp, (for the army was in the field 
in Tents) mean while, the Officer 
takes to his heels, and runs direéctl 
to the General’s Tent. The Mer- 
chant bawls out, ftop him, ftop him 
for God’s fake, my Captive is fled, 
the Infidel Ruffian has ctcap'd out of 
2 


my hands. Whereupon a great noife 
is made in the Market and Camp, 
all running up and cown after the 
Fugitive. The Officer when he 
comes to the Entrance of the great 
Tent, which is call’d Divas ha, 
confeffes (in broken Turki, that he 
might feem by length of time to have 
forgot his native Tongue ) that he 
was indeed the Merchant’s Captive 
but a Turk and Mufulman lately eft 
a f from Poland, and therefore un- 
juftly expos’d to fale. Adding he 
had many difcoveries to make to the 
General, as he was come but fifteen 
days from Leopoli,, and therefore per- 
fectly acquainted with the ftate of the 
Polib affairs. When the Scraskier 
hears this, he orders the Captive to be 
brought into the Oba or inner Tent. 
Being come there, he pays his obey- 
fance to the General, and, Cabraman 
the CameniecePafba, fays he, falutes 
youmy Lord. The General knowing 
indeed the voice, but feeing a ftrange 
face, who art thou, fays he, and 
how knoweft thou thefe things? 
Don’t you know (anfwers he) your 
Officer J/mail aga, whom you lately 
fent to Cabraman Pafba, Neznaefh po 
rusku, don’t you underftand Rujs! 
The General fays to him, ‘* What 
“ Rafcal has thus maim’d thee? ” 
He replies, Our Tartars made me a 
Ruffian, and at J/matl fold me to a 
Merchant, from whofe hands I have 
efcap’d to my Lord. When he had 
afterwards related the Particulars of 
what he had fuffer’d from that rapa- 
cious and treacherous race, the Se- 
raskier could not fufficiently wonder 
at the Cunning of thofe Plunderers, 
efpecially when the fame things are 
told him by J/mail aga’s Companions 
who arriv’d the next day. The Ge- 
neral indeed order’d the Tartars to 
be diligently fearch’d after, but 
among fo many Hords they could 
never be difcover’d. He promoted 
however the Officer, after his Beard 
was grown, ‘to the dignity of his 
Mafter of Horfe, and ,loaded him 
with prefents. In like manner the 
Tartars 
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« may learn by this Prelude of Vitories, as by an experiment, what 
« ficcefs the Othman arms will hereafter be crown’d with.” 

VII. The next day, the Inhabitants of Tybris finding themfelves Tris being 
deferred by their King, and defpairing of relief, try to purchafe hed 
the Corquerot’s mercy, by the offer of the Keys of their City. 49 
Selim grants their requeft, enters the Town, and refrething his fol- 
diers a few days, orders, according to cuftom, the divine fervice to 
be perforin’d on Friday in the Temple, and Prayers to be faid for 
himfelf and whole army. His farther progrefs is obftruéted by the 
great fcarcity of Corn, occafion’d by the enemies laying wafte the 
neighbouriag countries, in order to deprive the Turkifh army of fub- 
fiftence. Wherefore feeing he could not remain in that place without 
gPeat inconvenience, the Conqueror leaves a ftrong Garrifon at Tybris 
and returns to Amazjfia. The forces are fent into as narrow winter-quar- 
ters as poflible, that they might be more ready for the enfuing expedi- 
tion. From hence he fends to Conffantinople, as a token of his Victory, 
Hiufein (r4) Son of Bicarar, born of the nobleft Perfian family, with 
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Tartars frequently fteal Turkyh Chil- 
dren, and afterwards fell them for 
Ruffass. For in point of Perfidiouf- 
nefs and Cunning, that Nation is not 
to be parallell’d in the World. 

(14) Atufein} The Macenas of the 
Oriental Mouficians. He had the 
greateft regard for Hoje Mujficar, the 
Orpheus of the Perfians, and his Scho- 
Jar Gulam the Arabian, All Turky 
and Perfia were delighted with their 
Melody and Songs «ll the time of 
Sultan Mabome?, in whofe Reign 
the Art of Maufick almoft forgot, 
not only reviv’d, but was alfo ren- 
der’d more perfect by Ofman Effendi 
a noble Conjlantinopolitan. He left 
many Scholars, among whom for the 
voice were famous, Chafiz firnam’d 
Komar (Coal,) Bubiurji ogli, Memijb 
Aga, Kiucbuk* Muezin, and Defpibchi* 
Emir, but for Inftruments two Greeks 
excell’, Kiemani Abmed, a Renegade, 
and Angeli Orthodox, (both m 
Teachers for fifteen years, ) and alfo 
Chelebco* a Few, with the Turks, 
Dervifh Othman, Curfbunfi ogli, his 
Scholar, Tafbcbi* ogli Sinek Mebem- 
med, and Bardakchi* Mehemmed Che. 
lebi*, which two laft, when they had 
been taught by one Cambofo Mebem- 
med Aga, yere afterwards with Ralaki 
jz T noble Greek of Conftanti- 


nople, inftructed by me in fome parts 
of Mufick, particularly in the Theory, 
and a new method of my own inven- 
tion of expreffing the Songs by Notes, 
unknown before to the Turks. I had 
alto for Scholars in the Theory and 
Practice of Mufick, Dau! I/mail Effen- 
di, firft Treafurer of the Empire, and 
Latif Chelebs* his Haznadar, By their 
rcqueft, I compos’d a little Book of the 
Art of Mufick in Tw kyb, and dedica- 
ted it to the prefent Emperor Ahmed II, 
tie Precepts whercof are, they fay, fol- 
Jow’d to this day by all the Students 
in Mufick. It will perhaps feem 
ftrange to the European Reader to fee 
the ftudy of fo noble an art prais’d 
by me in a Nation accounted barba- 
rous by all Chriflendom. Such indeed 
it was in the Infancy of the Othman 
Empire, when the Sulrans were whol- 
ly employ’d in extending the bounds 
of their dominion, but in procefs of 
time, when a ceffation of war al- 
low’d the Arts of Peace, to be cul- 
tivated, they fo far departed from 
their former fiercenefs, and became 
fo civiliz’d, that fcarce any figns of 
their anuient Barbaroufnefs now ap- 
pear. I may certainly venture to fay, 
that the Turki Mufick for metre and 
proportion of words is more perfect 
than any Eurep@an, but withal fo 
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IX. Selim had learnt by this year’s experience, that nothing could 
be effected in thofe cold and mountainous regions, by which the Per- 
Jian dominions were bounded, unlefs by, early expeditions. Wherefore 
in the year 921, he leads his army in the beginning of the Spring out 
of Amafia, and fuddenly takes Giumab and Batburud from the Perf- 
ans, by whom the Turks, were not yet unexpected. When he finus 
no refiftance, he thinks it fruitlefs to employ fo great an army in fuch 
a vile Place, and therefore fends part of his forces, under Ferhad Pa 
Jha, againtt Alaideulet Son of Zuulcadir, becaufe he was believ'd i 
favour the Perfians. Ferhad furprifes this Prince unawares, routs his 
forces, and cuts off his head. Whereupon Selim gives his dominions 
to Ali beg (15) Son of Shah Suvar, who had faithfully ferv’d him at 
Court, on condition his name fhould be mention’d in the pubjick 
prayers. Thus Selim no lefs magnanimous than victorious, returns 
about the end of the year to Conftantinople. 

X. The next year, a frefh opportunity offers of inlarging his Em- 
pire. The Nation Kare-Emid (16), inhabiting the Provinge call’d at 
this day Diarbekir (17), and govern’d by Karachan Deputy of the 
King of Perfia, were by reafon of fome civil diffentions male-content, 
and had long been endeavouring to throw off his yoke. What they 
perceive could not be effected by force, they refolve to attempt by ftra- 
tapem. To this end, they fo manage that a counterfeit Letter from the 
King of Perfa is brought to him, by a Meffenger, containing the fol- 
lowing order. “ Thou who art (18) Karachan, the moment our 
« Mandate fhall reach thee, know, that we have refolv’d to fend thee 
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hard to be underftood, that in 
the fpacious City of Confantinople, 
where refides the greateft Court 
in the World, among fo many Mu- 
ficians and Lovers of Mufick, you 
will fearce find above three or four, 
who thoroughly underftand the 


grounds of this Art. The fearcity . 


of complete Muficians is owing to 
the difficulty of comprehending all 
the parts of the founds call’d by the 
Arabians, Terkib, which Hoje Muficar, 
after Ptolemæus, affirms to be infinite 
by this Axiom: Emma ki Terkibate 
mbayet yok, i.e. But becaufe there 
« ig no end of compofing parts.” 
To inlarge on thefe things 1s foreign 
to my prefent purpofe, but if God 
grant me life and Jeifure, I will ex- 
plain in a feparate Treatife the whole 
Art according to the opinion of the 
Faftern World. 

(15) Alibeg] One of the noble Per- 


fian Refugees to Sultan Selim, an in- 
ftance of fidelity among the Turks, 

(16) Kare-Emid] The black Midi, 
who inhabit the country between Ur- 
pha and Van in Afia, 

(17) Diarbekir ] Etymologically, 
the Province of Bekir. It is a coun- 
uy on the borders of Kurdiftan, 
whofe name appears in almoft all the 
Geographical Maps. It contains at 
prefent all Me/opotamia to the Con- 
fines of Muful, the Nineveh of the 
Antients. 

(18) Thou who art] This is the 
ufual form of the Turki/> and Per- 
fian Letters. For having premis’d 
the honorable Titles they give the 
Vizirs, they clofe the Letter, with 
the Phrafe, Thou who art. As Abmed 
Pajba Lalam fen finki: i.e, My Lala, 
Thou who art, Abmed Pafba. So, Sen 
ki Kirym cBuni olan caplan Gierai. 
i. e. Thou who art Chan of Crim, Cap- 
lan Gierai 8c. 

“ with 


Book IIL. 


« with thy whole army againft the enemies who are about to invade 
« thefe parts. Wherefore with as great preparations as poffible, march 
“ out of the City within five days, and pitch thy Tents in a place 
“ call’d Kavakilder, in order to be ready on our fecond notice, to go 
« where occafion requires, or to come to us inftantly ” 
norant of the treachery, thinking it unlawful co difobey his Prince’s 
command, departs from the City with all his forces and whole family, 
‘gnd incamps at the place appointed. The Citizens, when they ima- 

inc their Jailof to be too far off to affiit the few he had left be- 
ind, fhut the Gates, and putting the Garrifon to the Sword, fend a 
letter to Selim, declaring what was done, and promifing to furrender 
thair City, “with a requeft that he would appoint for their Prince Me- 
hemmed beg Son of Byikly ogli (19) their Countryman, who was then 
in Selims Court. 

XI. This propofal was very agreeable to Selim; but as he was ac- who fufpests 
quainted with the deceifulnefs of that Nation, he fufpeéted fome #°™ 
fraud. So chufing to lofe them rather than hazard his troops by 100 
great a credulity, he defers fending an anfwer a whole year. Mein 
while, there are daily and fierce fkirmifhes between Karachan and the 
Citizens, with which when they were tired, Chem/id* beg, a rich No- 
bleman of the country, poffeffor of above three hundred villages, after 
feveral meflages to Selm, gains credit at laft for his Nation, and ob- 
tains what was defir’d. 

XII. The conditions of the treaty being ratified on both fides, Selim But at hit 
creates Mehemmed beg Son of Ryskly, Beglerbeg of Diarbekir, with age 
Sovereign authority, and gives him Masskiane (20) the whole King- makes Mem 
dom, allowing him morcover out of the imperial Treafury an annual "8 N" 
penfion of forty Yuk (21), on the fole condition of being faithful. 

After 
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Kurachan, ig- 
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(19) Bytkly ogi] Of the Family of 
ae ine of the Kurdi. Bik, 13 
a name given to fuch as have promi- 
nent Whiskers. 

i20) Maltkiane} This word pro- 
perly fignifies pofféfively, by which 
name are called thofe lands that are 
not Vakuf, i. e. dedicated to Jami. 
This manner of poffeffing Lands had 
now been difus’d for fome ages, But, 
when about fifteen years fince, the 
Revenues of the exhaufted Treafury 
were to be increas’d, Sultan Mufta- 
pba II, who then reign’d, command- 
ed the antient Tenure Malskiane to 
be reviv’d under certain conditions. 
There are however fome free Regions 
or Cantons, which ix the month of 

N°, VIII. i 


March are wont to pay an yearly 
Tribute call'd Mukataa. This Tin 
bute by the name of a Poffeffion 
was publickly fold in the Market- 
place call’d Mezad, fo that the beft 
Offerer held it for life, bur on his 
death it return’d to the Treafury. 
It was moreover granted tn favour of 
the Sons of the Purchafer, that the 
Tribute fhould not be fold to a 
Stranger after the Father’s death, if 
they were willing to pay three fourths 
of the money offer’d by a Stranger. 
By this means there accrued to the 
Treafury above 1200 Purfes every 
year 
(21) Yuk] Is a certain fum of mo- 
ney us'd in the Accounts of the pub- 
Rr lick 
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Karachan \ 
defeated and 
hill'd 
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After which, Mehemmed beg goes with {peed to Diardebir, and with 
the confent of all orders and degrees annexes the City and Kingdom to 
the Othman Empire. 

XII. But as the Emperor eafily imagin’d that Karachan’s ardor 
would not be extinguith’d by Mebemmed’s prefence alone, fends in the 
year 922 a good body of troops to his affiftance, and that Mebemmed 
might be the more excited to behave valiantly, orders an expoftulating 
letter to be deliver’d to him, upbraiding his backwardneds in the follow” 
ing manner: “ When I made thee Prince of Diarbekir, I expectec 
« much greater matters from thee than have yet appear’d. Why ftand- 
‘ eft thou idle? Wherefore is Karachan’s infolence unchaftis’d ? Why 
< docs thou not difcover thy latent bravery by deeds worthy a generous 
< mind, to my joy, to thy enemies forrow, and to thy own glory. A£ 
c thou exert thy felf in this manner, thou wilt undoubtedly gain my 
« higheft favour, confound thy enemies with fear, and be invefted 
« with due honours.” Mehemmed was ftung with this reprimand, and 
thought it a grievous thing to be accus’d of indolence by him to whom 
he ow’d his life and fortune. Wherefore without ftaying for the Impe- 
rial forces, he joins his Courtiers to the army he had rais’d in that Pro- 
vince, and pitches his Tents againft Karachan. Whilft he is thus cm- 
ploy’d, ‘the enemies fuddenly appear in fight; whereupon he orders 
his men to be drawn up, though he is yet uncertain whether he fhould 
inftantly attack them, or ftay till the morrow. On the other hand, the 
Rafazi (22), perhaps in the fame uncertainty, remain, after the exam- 
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Jick Treafury, confifting generally of 
a hundred thoufand A/pers + 

(22) Rafazi| This Appellation is 
commonly given by the Turks to the 
Perfians, becaufe (fay the Turks) 
there are indeed among them Perfons 
who in name are Mabometans, but in 
reality Profeffors of horrible Doc- 
trines. Thus there are (fay they) 
who deflower their own Daughters 
before marriage, pretending a divine 
Law for it, namely, The Planter 
ought to tafte firft the Fruit ot his 
own Trees. To confirm this their 
opinion, they report that a certain 
Perfon deliver’d to Ali ( Mabomet’s 
Succeffor) a Fetva penn’d in this 
manner: “ If a Man gathers the 
“* Fruit of a Tree planted by himfelf, 
* and joyfully eats it with Thankf- 


—_—_—_—- 





# giving, is he to be accounted a 
« Tranfgreffor of the Laws of God 
‘© and the Koran?” To which dl 
replied, ‘* By no means.” Some: 
thing of this Kind are the Mum fon 
unduren, who at a ftaced time meet 
together for forty days, and putting 
out the Candles, promifcuoufly le 
with one another, neither do they 
think Inceft a Sin at that time. But 
the forty days being paft, they live 
in fo chaft a manner, that whoever 
is caught with a Woman, is punifh’d 
with death. This Herefy has many 
Followers in the Mountains Kazdagy. 
There are who worfhip Fire, Atefb 
pergf, valgarly call’d, tee tapan, 
the Remains of the old Perfians. 
There are alfo Kielb pere, Dog-wor- 
fhippers, and Giaw pereft, Bull-wor-~ 
thippers, 


Lect 


‘ 
t Fom Margy, and a, many Ghedrks make an Aper Three Apers make a Para Five, a Beflik. 


‘Ten, an Off 


Twenty feur, a Solota (or Florin.) ‘Two hundied and fixty, a Seif of Hungary 


A Pnrfe 1 bye hundred Rerdolars, which are receiv’d by the Port at eighty Apers cage, and paid 


avay at one hundred and twenty 


But of this more largely in the Appendix. 
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ple of the Turkifb army, without motion in batele-array. Mean while, 
a great cloud of butterflies appear in the air, and flying over the fpace 
between the armies, divide themfelves in two parties, the white going 
co the Turks, and the red to the Perfians. Prefently, the white charge 
the red, and after a fierce conflict vanquifh and rout them. The {word 
could hardly have effeéted what thefe infe&ts produc’d in the minds of 
both fides. The Turks infpir’d with courage by the good omen, 
Šbravely fall on’ the Perfians fill'd with terror, and cafily flay and ruut 
‘an army entirely difpirited by fuperftition. Among the Captives is 
Found Kerachan himfelf, whofe head is inftantly ftruck off by M:- 
hemmed beg’s order. 

XIV. This great and unexpected Victory was to Mebemmed beg an 
argument of the divine aid and proteétion. Accordingly having by his 
fpecches incourag’d lis foldiers to greater undertakings, he clofely be- 
fieges the {trong City Mardun (23). This place would have been almoft 
impregnable both by fituation and the valour of the inhabitants, had they 
not been forc’d by peftilence and famine to purchafe the Conqueroi’s 
mercy with a furrender of themfelves and their City. A few days after, 
he befieges Mu/ul (24), and taking it in the firft affaulr, fubdues it with 
fire and fword. Thefe two Bulwarks of the whole country being con- 
quer’d, the leffer towns cafily follow’d, namely, Anne, Hadife (25), 
Hegeti, Sujari, Hafinkesfi, Femifhgerg, Amadie, Sudek, Feidjeon, Bal- 
dyr, Ham, Zerbak, and Chaizan, and within a fhort fpace the wholc 
Kingdom of Kiurd: (26) and “fexrre (27) is annex’d to the Othman 
Empire. 

XV. Mebemmed thought the reproach caft on him by Selim, might 
be eafily wip’d off by fo many exploits, and liberty more readily given 
him to remain quiet. To this end he difpatches his brother Uveis P.r- 
jha with a letter to Selim, fecting forth his performances. Selim re- 
joicing at the good news, highly extolls, in the prefence of his Vizirs, 
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Shippers, and others, who by the 
Turks are call’d by the common name 
of Rafazi, Giebr, or Terfa, in the 
Perfian Language. But thefe Here- 
fies are flanderoufly afcrib’d to the 
Perfians by the Turks, on account 
that the Kuoni of them firt 
came from Perfia. 

(23) Mardun| Vulgarly Mardin. 
A very noted City of Me/opotamia. 

24) Muful] A famous City in 
every Map, and fuppos’d to 
be the Nineveh of the Antients. 

(25) Anne and Hadijfe) Towns in 
the Neighbourhood of Mu/u’. 

(26) Kiwrd:] This Kingdom (if I 


rightly remember ) extends from the 
Confines of Syrta to the Cities Shebre- 
zul and Van on the borders of Perfia. 
The Inhabitants are call’?d Krurd:, 
and fpeak broken Perfian. 

(27) Fezire] Etymologically an 
Ifland, it is Mcfopotamia, lying be- 
tween the Rivers Frat, Murad, and 
Shat. Frat is the Euphrates, Murad 
a Branch of the Euphrates, and Shat 
the Tigris. Both the Euphrates and 
Tigris are by the Inhabitants common- 
ly cald Jiratat, and the Euphrates 
alfo by another name, Nebr Effelam, 
the pacific river. 


Mehemmed's 
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Mebemmed’s bravery, and difmiffes Uveis Pafha laden with honours and 


Se'im moving 
towards the 
Perfians, fud- 
denly alters 
his min? and 
attack the 
Fysprians ; 

H 973. 
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refents to his brother. 


XVI. The rapid courfe of his victories infpires Selim with the projec 
of fubverting the whole Perfian Empire, or, if that could nor be done, 


of entirely weakening it. 


Wherefore in the year 923 he departs from 


Conflantinople to execute his defigns with a more numerous army than. 
before, and incamps near Aleppo (28). “Not far from the fame place, 
the Chercafian* King of the Egyptians, Sultan Gauri (29) meets him . 


with 
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(98) Al ppo] The moit noted Mart 
of Syria and almoft all Afia, well 
peopled not only with Inhabitants, 
but alfo forcigners. Here refide the 
French, Dutch, and Englifh, Confuls. 
Many Europeans purchafe here Houfes 
and Country Seats, and marrying 
Wives are in a manner accounted as 
Natives. Here is alfo the Seat of the 
Patriarch of Antioch. For at Antioch, 
whofe Inhabitants were firft call’d 
Chriflians, the name of Chrif is not 
fo much as heard. 

(29) Sultan Gauri] Sprung from 
the Chercaflians*, the nobleft race of 
the Scythians, among whom none are 
counted ignoble. Their Cuftoms and 
Manners I have fhown in a former 
Note (p 126.) Palefline being ta- 
ken by the Crufade-expeditions, Sa- 
ladir, Sultan of Egypt, much fpoken 
ot in the Chriffian Annals, about the 
yerr of the Hera 583, and of Chrift 
1137, that he might have a better 
difciplin’d army than he found could 
Le rais’d among the effeminate Egyp- 
teins, bought Chercafian* Slaves, and 
inftructing them in the Art of war, 
by their valoar quickly fubdued the 
Jiol'y Land. But after his death, 
thefe very Soldiers rebell’d againft his 
Soceeflors, and in the year of the 
Iiejiva 642, dethroning Elmutan the 
lawful Heir of the Kingdom, not 
only feiz’d all Egypt, but in procefs 
of time preatly inlarg’d the bounds 
of their dominion, which by intro- 
ducing every year Soldiers of their 
own Nation from the utmoft corners 
of Afa, they defended with wonder- 
ful bravery till Selims Reign. An 
antient Superftition, though deriv’d 
from the fountain of Truth, poffeffes 
the Egyptians, that it is decreed by 
fate, that Captives fhall reign, and 


the Natives be fubje&t to them. Thar 
this was caus’d by the benediction of 
the Patriarch Jofeph, both Turks and 
Arabians underfland, and though it 
be contrary to the Law of the Koran, 
ftrictly obferve it to this day. For 
although Egypt be fubjeét to the Orb- 
man Empire, and a Bafha given to it 
or remov’d at the pleafure of the 
Port, yet all the ftate-affairs are ad= 
miniftred by twenty four Begs or 
Princes, none of whom, unlefs they 
have been Slaves, can inherit or come 
to the Empire. Thefe publickly in- 
deed profefs to obey the Usoman 
Mandate, but in reality are guided 
by their own Counfels. Very often a 
Bafha given them by the Sultan 1s 
depos’d by their Authority, fhut up 
in a Tower cald Kiofbki Yu/uf, Jo- 
Jeph’s Palace, ftript of his Effects, 
and fent out poor and naked ; how- 
ever, that the Majefty of the Osman 
Empire may be preferv’d, they atter- 
wards fend to the Port for another 
Bafha. Sometimes when depos’d, 
they call him to an account, and for 
the greater contempt, fend to him 
the Saraf Bafbi a Jew, Matter cf 
the Mint, who with a previous Se- 


“lam, (falute) fays, “ The Lords 


«c the Princes order you to refund fo 
** much money, which you have un- 
‘© juftly heap’d up contrary to law.” 
The Bafha refufing or aing fome 
excufe, the Jew formerly repeated 
his demand with more infolence, 
« You w E indeed, moft 
‘© aufpicious Bafha.” This was their 
way herceatare of dealing ai 
Balha, which they fo conftantly prae- 
tid, that {arce one Bafha in Ten 
efcap’d out .of their hands with ho- 
nour. But sow fince in the memory 
of our Fathers, th. PRygsian Princes 


were 
i 
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with equal forces, and fending him ambafladors, offers friendfhip with 

a promife of affiftance againft the Perfians. Whilft both armies re- 

main without motion in their Tents, it happens that fome Chercaffans*, 

either with their Sovereign’s connivance, or through the ufual info- 

lence of the Soldiers, intercepted fome laden camels going to Selim’s 

camp and plunder’d them. Selim was provok’d at this, and conftrued 

R as done in contempt of him. So he inftantly refolves to pour the in- 
dignation he had conceiv’d againft the Perfians, on the heads of the 
¥igyptians, and.declaring war with the Chercafians* for affronting him 
without caufe, is bent to fubdue all Egypt. 

=X VII. Se/im thus relinquifhing the Perfian invafion for that of whom he 
Egypt, receives letters from Chairbeg Governor of Dama/cus (30), and ewes 
Gaxelibeg of Aleppo, (between whom and Sultan Gauri there was o ao Ge 
mortal though private enmity, ) wherein they fet forth their fervices to 

Gaurt and his tyranny, ingratitude, avarice and jcaloufy, which prompt- 

ed him toa defign ayainfl their lives: they promife to defert the Cher- 

chfian.* in the heat of the battle, and be his Subjects for the fure: 

they require no other reward than that one of them fhould have for 

lite che government of Egypt, the other of Damafcus. To allure chef 
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were humbled by the Management 
ot Jbrahim Pafba, the Bafha’s live 
there a little more fafely, though not 
withour fear. The manner of inhe- 
nung in Lgypt is as follows, The 
dying Perfon excludes from the in- 
hertance all his Sons, and makes 
fome Slave or Captive of approv’d 
Virtue and Probity fole Heir, who 
immediately after his Mafter’s death, 
enjoys all his Effeéts, and makes the 
Deceafed’s Sons his Sez or Grooms, 
with which condition they are forc’d 
to be content, and obey their father’s 
blave all their hives. This is vulgar- 
ly aferib’d wo Fofpb’s Benediction on 
Slaves in force to this day, neither 
can it be aled without great detri- 
ment to the Commonwealth, becaufe 
the Native Egyptians are naturally fo 
unapt for civil Government. Many 
Egypltan Princes have frequently tried 
to polifh the unciviliz’”d Manners of 
thar Sons, but perceived their labour 
was in vain. Since the inheritance 
thus defcends not to the Children but 
sh che Slaves endaed with Virtue, the 
7, œs take care not to commit the 
Office of Bafha to a Captive, efpe- 
cially to a Chercajian*, but to fome 
Tuk ot other free Perfon converted 


Nr, 8. 


to Mabamets/m. For they think it is 
decreed by fate, that the K ingdom of 
Egypt cannot be wrefted trom them, 
unlefs when rul’d by a Slave. 

(30) Governor of Damajfcus] Or 


as he is now call’d Sham Beglerbeg:*, * Sce Note 4. 
though by flattery P 35- 


which name, 
given to all Bafha’s who have the 
privilege of three Horfe-tails, yet 
propery belongs only to four, Sham 
Beglerbeg, Beglerbeg of Kutabia, who 
prefides over Natolia, and Beglerbeg 
of Sophia, who governs the Euro- 
pean Provinces, and Budun Begler- 
beg, Governor of Buda, whom in 
our a the Emperor Leopold eraz’d 
out of the lift. The Turks reckon 
Damajcus among their Holy Places, 
becaufe Mabomet, after his being 
fnatch’d up into the ninth Heaven 
from Jerufalem, and receiving the 
Koran from God, defcended there. 
Moreover they believe the general 
Judgment will be ac Damajfcus, and 
that City the Metropolis of the ever- 
lafting Kingdom, which will there 
have its beginning. Thefe and the 
like particulars are more largely 
handled in a Zurk:/b Book call'd Mu- 
bammedié, 


Sf Generals 
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Generals to his fide, was fo much for Se/im’s advantage, that he could 
not think of denying them any requeft. Wherefore he not only con- 
firms the conditions with an oath and the fub{cription of his name, but 
alfo inftru€ts the traitors how they might beft execute their purpofes. 
They take his advice, and with various reafons, egg on Sultan Gauri 
to a battle. They expofe the effeminacy of the Turks, magnify the va- 
lour of the Chercafians*, and beg the Ch scaffian® name may not be 
difhonour’d by fuffering the Turks to dare to incamp long unpunifh’d in 
their fight. Gauri ignorant of the treachery of his Generals, thinks 
what they fay the di@ates of their bravery, and therefore draws up his 
forces immediately in a place call'd Burj Vaik (31) and marches agait 
the Turks. Selim hearing what had happen’d, fo places his men near 
Aleppo, that they might bravely reccive the encmies from what part 
foever they come. The Chercaffians* with a flow pace approach within 
bow-fhot, then rufhing with a great cry, on the Ture, furioufly charge 
them, and notwithftanding their gallant refittance, foree them to give 
ground. But whilft they are in the greateft hopes of obtaining the 
victory, Chairbeg in the right, and Gazilieg in the left wing, unex- 
pectedly revolt, and joining their forces with the Turks, ftrike the Chers 
cafians* with the utmoft terror. However chufing rather to die than 
be vanquifh’d, they renew the battle, and fo fircely prefs then enc- 
mies, that notwithftanding the numbers againft them, victory feem'd 
inclin’d to their fide. Whereupon Selim perceiving the Chercafians* by 
their nimblenefs and agility of body to avoid the ftrokes of fwords, 
fpears, and darts, orders the horfe to halt, and placing the Janizaries in 
the front, commands them to fire on the enemies. His orders are fo 
well executed, that the Chercafians* aftonifl’d at the fudden flaughter 
of their men, fall back to clofe their ranks. ‘The Turks fceing this, 
give them no time to renew the fight, but ruing on them like a de- 
luge, eafily rout the broken troops. Sultan Gaur: finding all hopes of 
victory vanifh’d, refolves to lofe his life with his Empire. So running 
into the thickeft of his encmies, he overthrows all he meets, and flies 
through their ranks, as if they were fo many fheep. He looks and 
calls for Selm, challenges him to fingle combat, in order to give or 
receive Death and Empire. Fortune not throwing him in his way, 
he returns as he came, and imagining he flew Selim in every Turk, 
makes a horrible flaughter. At length, not wounded amidft fo many 
{words, ( which is wonderful,) buc tir’d with wounding, and his breath 
failing through heat, he falls down dead among his flaughter’d foes. 


ANNOTATIONS. 


(31) Bury Vak] A place near 
dAteppo, according to the Etymology, 
the Tower or Fortrefs of Vaik, For 
the Jwks ufe to give the name of 
Barr or Zodack metaphorically to 


the Turrets of their Fortreffes, = 
caufe as the Zodiack furrounds-< 
Sphere, fo do thefe the City, for in- 
flance, Bury: Calaa the Zodiacks or 
Bulwarks furrounding the City. 


_ "VII. After 
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XVIII. After the victory, the inhabirants of d/effo humby meet Sc- 
lim with their keys, who receives them very honorably, and prefcnts a 
Chylaat (32) to each of the principal Citizens. The next Friday, go- 
ing to the Yami, he hears his name mention’d in the Prayers, and cam- 
mands the Reader, whilft yet in the Pulpit to be cloarh'd with a vet- 
‘ture wrought in gold, and alms to be diftributed liberally to not only 


the Ecclefiafticks but Perfons of all conditions. 


This clemency caus'd 


not only the leffer Towns in that region to offer themfelves to the Con- 
Mjueror, but alfo the inhabitants of Damafius on Selim’s approach, to 
knd their Elders to meet him and implore his mercy and goodnets., 
“Pete he receives not only with a pleafant countenance, but after-awice 
reading their petition, promifes to do every thing they defire. 

XIX. After fo many inftances of clemency, Selim thought proper 
to gain the hearts of the fuperftitious people by fome tcflimonics of 


his picty. 


Wherctore the firft day of his entrance into Damafcus, he 


orders divine fervice to be perforny'd in the Yami cald Beni Uninie (33) 
and prayers offer’d for his welfare. In the next place he rcligioufly 
‘vifits the Monument of the famous Muhyddin (34) without the walls of 


the 


ANNOTATIONS. 


(32) Chylaat| A Robe of various 
Colours, diftinguifh’d with a gold or 
filver border, and ufually given by the 
Su! wp, asa token of honour, to the 
Vizirs, Bafhas, and Great Men or 
others at their entrance into their Of 
fice, or for fome notable fervice or 
good news. There are three forts of 
Cevicat, the firit is Chylaat fabire, 
given only to Vizirs and Pafhas of 
three Tugs. However it is fometimes 
beflow’d on the Roman Emperor’s 
Ambaffador extraordinary, as to 
Count Oetingen, after the peace of 
Carlovitz, After which, Monfieur 
de Feral Ambaffador extraordinary 
from the King of France, that his 
Mafter might not feem inferior to 
the Emperor, fpar’d no pains or coft 
to be honourd with the Chylaat, but 
could never prevail. The Czar’s 
Ambaffidor Peter Tolfloi, though 
otherwife a great Favorite of the 
Prime Vizir Chorluly* Ali Pajba, met 
with the like repulfe. This honour, 
though unfought, was for particular 
reafons not to be divulg’d, confer’d 
ongme, when I was put in poffeffion 

th Principality of Moldavia by 
Sultan Abmed, The fecond fort ts 
the la, commonly given to Pathas, 
Turkifh wd Chrijtian Princes, and 
Ambaffujors sin be from 


Chrifttan Potentates. The thérd forr, 
which is fometimes cald Lv/ath 
(middle, ) fometimes Zidna (meaner, ) 
is given to Perfons of inferior rank. 
Chylaat is allo commonly call’d Caj- 
tan, 

(33) Bent Umme} This is common- 
ly imd to be the name of the Sarı- 
cen General, who firt tuck Damal- 
tus from the Chriftians, and turn’d 
the famous Church there into a Yam, 
though the Cdriflians afcribe that 
Expedition to Omer, Alahomet’s fe- 
cond Succeffor. 

(34) Mubyddin| Chahft of the 
Saracens, who firt poflefvd Spam 
and is undoubtedly the fame whom 
the Chriflian Writers call Mufa and 
fay that by dis General Taich in the 
year of the Hera g2, he firft car- 
ned the arms of the Saracens into 
Spain. For the Chronology agrees, 
fince the Arabic Hiftorians fay Alu- 
hyddin yet reign’d in the year of the 
Henra 99, (which coincides with the 
year of Chrift 718,) in which year 
Vafeus relates that Mojes, Emir of 
the Saracens fuffer’d a great laughter 
from Pelagius King ot the Afturias, 
But where they had this name I can- 
not conjecture. Ic cannot be a fir- 
name, both becaufe it is prophetical 
which the Mabometans ufe to add to 
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the City. The old men could hardly.remember to have heard their fa- 
thers mention the burial of this Hero, and the monument itfelf was 
not only laid ina vile place, but fo cover’d with filth by fuch as were 
ignorant of the precious Reliéts it contain’d, that it look’d more like a 
Dunghill than a religious place. Selim having exprefs'd a due abhor- 
rence of the impiety of the inhabitants, orders the place to be inftant- 
ly cleans’d and finds a Marble-ttone, with an infcription to this ¢ffed: 
This is the Monument of Sheikh Mohammed beni Arebi Congneror 
of Spain. The Emperor being fatisfied by this infcription that thg, 
Hero’s body lay there, ereéts over the Monument a large Auddd 
and near it a Jami with an Hofpital, where he orders the poor w 
be daily fupplied with a fufficient quantity of meat and.drink. He 
moreover exempts the charges from taxes, and confirms thefe confti- 
tutions with a Chatifherif (35). Thefe pious works were, the Turks 

believe 

ANNOTATIONS. 


the firt name, and becaufe accor- name artificially made, and com- 


ding to the nature of the language, 
Mubyddin is more \ike a firname than 
Mufa ( Mofes.) And I can hardly 
believe it his proper name, fince he 
is call’d in the Epitaph Mobammed ben 
Arebi, Mohammed, Succeffor of Ab- 
dallab Sultan of the Saracens, is alfo 
to be diltinguifh’d from him, in 
whofe reign the Saracens defeated the 
fleet of thé Chriftians, laid wafte 
Dalmatia, burnt Ancona, but at laft 
being about to take Rome, they 
were vanquith’d with great faughter 
by the Roman Citizens at Ofitum in 
the year of Chrif 849. 

(35) Chatifberif] Holy Charaéer, 
under which appellation is properly 
compriz’d the Sultan’s name, con- 
firming any Mandate or Letter, and 
from thence the whole imperial Letter. 
Formerly fuca Mandates were wont to 
be penn’d by the Sultans themfelves, 
and that in vulgar Schedules with 
the common Character, an inftance 
whereof is the Chati/berif of Sultan 
Mabomet 1l, ftill extant in the Church 
of the Virgin Mary, Maguliotifa. 
But afterwards when the Luxury and 
Pride of the Emperois increas’d with 
the Bounds of the Empire, they 
deem’d it beneath the Imperial Ma- 
jety, that the Sultan fhould either 
write or fign a Mandate. Wherefore 
they appointed the Nifbanji Pafba, 
who takes care of the Confirmation 
of the Imperial Mandates and in- 
feribes the character of the Sultan’s 


monly cald Turrè, not,at the bot- 
tom as is cuftomary to other Nations, 
but at the beginning over the firfr 
Jine of the Mandate bur f che 
Emperor intends a more than Oruina- 
ry Confirmation over the Turré he 
ufes to write with his own hand, 
Mujibinje amel oluna, that is, ** Av. 
** cording to the underwritten be it 
** done.” Such a Chatifberif (ufual!y 
call’d alfo Chati bumayun, i. e. the 
fublime Character ) is held in fo great 
Veneration, not only during. the Em- 
peror’s life, bur even attr b+ Ceath, 
that no Turk dares to touch it beigic 
he has religioufly kifs’d it with his 
Mouth and Forehead, and wip’d off 
the dut of it with both Cheeks, 
which I obferv’d the Prime Vizir 
Chorlyly* Alı Pafoa to do when I deli- 
ver’d him the Chatifberif of Sultan Ma- 
bomet II. It will not be improper to 
infert here for the fake of the curious 
the whole Mandate at large, which 
ran thus: ** O chou who art allied tg 
“ Honour, Subalhi of Conjtantinople, 
“ fince We out of our fublime cle- 
s mency have granted to Chriftedu- 
« dus the Architect, as a reward foe 
‘ his perfect work, the Street call’d 
« Kiuchuk* Jafer, Thou going to 
“the Temple Maguliots/a, defctibe 
“« and mark it out with the adife 
« void places, and put the faid 
‘© Chriftedulus in pofieflion, giving 
“© credit to "i our facred Mandate.” 
From this writing, it may alfo be 
remark’d 


Book III. 


9. Selim I. 


believe (36) amply made up to Selim, fince they afcribe to the virtues 
of this Sheikh and his favour with God the victories obtain'd in fo 


large and powerful a Kingdom. 


XX. When 


ANNOTATIONS. 


'remark’d, that under Sultan Mabo- 
met Fatib the manner usd by the 
Turks in governing Cities was very 
different from what is now practis’d. 
For at that time one Imperial Man- 
Mte to the Subai (an Officer now 
of the lowgft order and little autho- 
rity ) was fufficient for what in our 
days cannot be effected without feve- 
ra] Mandates, and the interpofition of 
Perfons of other orders. For if but a 
fingle Houfe be granted to any man 
by the Sultan, it is notified by a Cha- 
tilber] to the Prime Vizir, who, if 
the Houfe is in the middle of the 
City, fends a Mandate to the Mimar 
Aga or chief Architect, by which he 
is order’d to go and meafure the 
Houfe, and defcribe the Rooms and 
Court-yard in a particular manner. 
But if the Houfe be near the Walls 
of the City, the Mandate is directed 
to the Shebremini o1 Infpector of the 
Walls and Streets. And whether che 
Alimar Aga or the Shebremtni execute 
the orders, he fends for the Naib or 
Deputy of the Judge of Conftantino- 
zle or Pera (if the Houle be in that 
City ) and by him fends the defcrip- 
tion and delineation of the Houfe to 
Iftambol Effendifi or fapreme Judge of 
Conftantinople, Laftly, A Copy of 
the Mandate and the Archireét’s de- 
fcription are laid up in the Archives, 
call'd by the Turks, Siyl, and thus 
the poffeffion of the Houfe is con- 
firm’d to the Perfon, to whom it was 
granted by the Svlran. 

(36) Turks believe | Though ic is 
the common opinion of the Tusk: 
that the Souls of the Deceafed can 
give no affiftance to the Living, yet 
we read in the beft Mabomeian Di- 
vines, that the Dead appeas’d by the 

rayers of the Living, interceed with 

od to grant their Petitions. They 

IRewife own it to be meritorious and 

decent to reverence departed Saints, 

and religioufly vifit thyir Monuments. 

But they are chiefly,commanded by 

~ Law to invoke the names of 
*, 8, 


Mahomet and his Succeffors, as e + 
Mubarmmed! Ya Ebubekir! Ya Oma! 
Ya Othman! Va Alı! and write them 
on boards in very neat Characters, 
which they hang up in the Zam: and 
other Buildings, and alfo defcribe 
them in large letters againft the walls 
in the following manner. In the 
middle of the board they deferibe 
Mahomet, namely, that he had a 
ruddy Countenance, long Vifage, 
ftraight Nofe, blewith Eyes, black 
Beard eight inches long, broad Cheit, 
flender Wafte, round Hands, long 
Fingers, ftreight Legs, broad Feet, 
with longifh Toes, &c. Though 
Mabomer’s picture might eafily be 
drawn by this defcription, it is un- 
lawful to paint any thing but his 
hands and feet, to draw any other 
part is reckon’d a fin. But the Per/j- 
ansare not fo fuperftitious, they paint 
whole Pictures, and commonly in- 
fert them in their Hiftorical Writings. 
Of this I faw an inftance in a Perfian 
Book which I had at Conftantinople, 
containing the Hiftory of the Perfians 
from the Creation to Shab Jimail, 
wherein the Portraitures of all the 
Prophets and Fmperors were drawn, 
though not with great fymmetry, yet 
with greatelegance. Among the Turki/b 
Emperors, only Murad IV. who con- 
quer’d Babylon and was given to wine, 
order’d the walls of his bed cham- 
bers in the Palace to be adorn’d with 
painted pictures, but even thefe 
were eras’d by his fucceflors. There 
is a fingle houfe on the Bo/phorus near 
the village call’d Berrozi, in which 
ftill remain fome Pictures drawn by 
that Emperor’s command, namely, 
of men hunting and fhooting at 
wolves, ftags, and alfo eating and 
drinking and the like. But the Turks 
firmly believe that Angels can enter 
no houfe where are dogs or portrai- 
tures of men, Wherefore they pre- 
ferve no face-paintings, unlefs of the 
Emperors, whofe Pictures for many 
ages have been carefully kept in the 
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XX. When he had thus fpent fome days in civil and facred affairs, 
he leads his forces.big with the hopes of victory towards Cairo. In this 


march 
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Sultanic Library, from whence with 
good prefents, by means of my 
tricnds at Court, I got them to be 
copied by the Sulcan’s Mufevuir or 
chief Painter Leun Chelebs*, and have 
them ftill by met. Whilft I am 
wiiting thefe things, a difcourfe I 
once had with a learned Tark con- 
cerning Pictures occurs to my me- 
mory. He objected to us that even 
at this day we worfhip Idols and 
Images and Pictures the works of 
men’s hands. When I told him there 
was no difference between a Mu/ulman 
and a Chryttan as to the worbhip of 
images, he wonder’d and declared his 
abhorrence of image worfhip. To 
which I replied, I would prove my 
affertion ir he would liten to me. 
“ Don’t you, (faid I) on your Ta- 
“ bles defcribe in gold Letters the 
u make and fhape of your Prophet? 
Don’t you paint in lively colours his 
hands and feet with the Rofe which 
“© you fay f{prung from Mabomel’s 
« {weat as it was dropping to the 
“« ground? Don’t you infcribe on Ta- 
bles of wood or gold the names of 
the Ashabi that is of Mabomet’s four 
* fucceffors) and hang them up on 
“© the walls of your Zam and Houfes 
towards Aydle (the region looking 
towards Mecca between the Eaft and 
South, and when you rife in the 
morning, don’t you, after faying 
your prayers, devoutly kifs them 
and wipe off the duit with your 
face? Now when you do this in ho- 
nour to them whofe names are 
mention’d in the Tables, do you 
pay this reverence or worfhip to the 
Colours, Lines, or Tables? Not at 
all, fays he” Whereupon I replied. 
But if any Turk or Chriftian fhould 
fpit upon or atherwife fhow his 
contempt of thefe Tables, does 
not your law pronounce fuch a 
perfon worthy of death ? Without 
doubt anfwered he.” Then faid I, 
« It ts the fame with us Chrifians in 
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“ refpect of the worfhip of Images. 


‘© For we worbhip neither the image ` 


** noc the wood ner any work of 
‘* man’s hand, but reverence the per- 
“ fon reprefented by ‘the Image. If 
« fo, replies he, it is certainly wrong 
* co call Chrijtians Put pereft or Idok 
“ worthippers, Admiring the can-, 
didnefs of the Turk, I ventur’d to 
add, ‘* Is not your Prophet’s Tooth 
“ preferv’d in the Royal Treafary, 
“ which you deem ineftimable, and 
t the Sultan himfelf with great reve~ 
“ rence, every year before the firit 
* day of Ramazan, offers to be kifs’d 
“ by the Great men after publick 
prayers on the occafion? Do you 
not religioufly keep Mabomes’s San- 
« jak or Standard and Hircat Sherif 
“or Holy Robe, the border of 
which you dip every year at the 
** fame time in water, and chink rhat 
“ water to be hallow’d and incorrup- 
tible, calling it Abi bircai Sherif, 
the water of the Holy Robe, and 
diftributing ıc to the Great-men 
that on faft days at Sun-fet, they 
may infule one drop of it into a 
large draught of water, with 
which after thrice rafting they 
quench their thirft, by drinking it 
at once? Don’t you reverence, 
preferve, and worfhip the Tooth 
of your Prophet dagh dead ? 
fince thefe things are openly done 
by you, tell me I pray, whether 
you honour an inanimate thing, as 
a Tooth, or Water for its own fake, 
or in reference to your Prophet’s 
immaculate Spirit (which you 
talk off) and his Truft in God?” 
Certainly, fays he, all thefe things 
“ refer to him, for whofe fake the 
‘t are accounted Holy and fanctify. 
“ ing.” Wherefore I concluded with 
faying, ** Much lefs can Chrifians 
“ be charg’d with idolatry, fincd 
“ they refer the honour paid to fie 
« Images and Relicts of Saints pri- 
‘© marily to God himfelf, and but 
‘* fecondasily 
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march when he was come to a certain place call’d by the Inhabirants 
Chani yunus (37), and there talk’d familiarly with his officers, Hiu/an 
Pafoba, one of his Vizirs, with more boldnefs than prudence, asks 
him, “ Moft aufpicious Emperor when fhall we enter Cutbun.r 
Cais (38)?” The Emperor perceiving his too great familiarity with 
"his friends bred contempt, replies, ‘‘ We fhall enter indeed when God 
x pleafes, but ‘for thee it is my pleafure that thou ftay here.” And 
upon thefe werds, orders his head to be inftantly ftruck off. 

XXI. From thence he marches to Gaza, where hearing Awd/e- He ti Ked- 
Ff + was not far off, he was extremely defirous to fee a City, the fountain E 
ef fo many Prophets, and the fcene of {o many miracles. According- A eae 
ly he goes thither with a few Attendants, and in three days perform- a 
ing what Religion requir’d, he returns to his army at Gaza. Then he 
purfues his march directly to E/kair (39), and by the way takes Sifi- 
dulbabr (40) and Chanuljuni, But he did not think it advifeable to 
‘place there any Garrifons, becaufe thefe towns would not hake off 
his yoke if Conqueror, and if vanquifh’d, would not be a fafe retreat. 
Wherefore leaving only fuch as were difubled by wounds or the length 
of the march, he goes on, When the people of Gaza fee this, and 
imagining the Emperor would never return but be cut off ewith his 
whole army by the {word of the Chercaffans*, they kill the fick and 
their Phyficians committed to their truft. 

XXII. The freth efforts of the Chercaffans* for the defenfe of the Vanquites 
Kingdom had perhaps prompicd the Inhabitants of Gaza to rebellion. pl aaa 
For thofe who had efcap’d out of the former bartle when they come to 
Cairo call a Council, and creating Tumaxbai King, {prung from their 
nobleft family, ftyle him in the inauguration Muluk Efhref (4.1), and 
{wear either to defend the Empire from Selims unjuft tyranny or die 
valiantly fighting, and fell their lives and extenfive dominion as dear 


ANNOTATIONS. 


** fecondarily to the Prototype or Per- 
** fon reprefented. For they do not 
*¢ worhhip Saints, as Saints, or Holy 
« Men, but as God’s Servants or as 
*¢ they may be call'd, God’s Saints.” 
This plain and intelligible explication 
of our Doétrine pleas’d the Turk but 
could not reclaim him from his Error. 
(37) Chani yunus] Jobn’s Inn, I 
can’t fay, whether they believe this 
to be the Houfe of Fobn the Prophet. 
(38) Cutbuiur Cais] A village or 
korts of Cairo, and feems to have 
fome narrow and dficult place, 

but in what quarter I can’t find. 
(39) Elkair] It is commonly by 
our Countrymen falfely writ Alkair, 
fo Alkoran inftead: of Elkurax, This 


is the chief City of Zgypt, and uni- 
verfally known, call’d allo by the 
name of Myr. I purpofcly omit the 
Turkifo Fables concerning this Cry 
and Jofeph guynards, fince they are 
largely fet forth in many books 
publith’d of the Egyztian affairs. 

(40) Sifidulbabr &c.] Properly fig- 
nifies White Sea, Thele are two Ci- 
ties whofe antient names are to me 
unknown. For 1 have not yet been 
able to difcover all the old appella- 
tions of the eaftern Cities, which for 
fo many ages have been conceal’d un- 
der the modern barbarous names, 

(41) Muluk Efbref } that is, Moft 
Holy, or Moft Aufpicious, 


as 
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as poffible. Under this General, they affemble all the remains of the 
Chercafians® with fome auxiliary troops of wandering Arabs, prepare 

great guns and other warlike Engines, and with a felect army of about 

forty thoufand men incamp in a place call'd Aidanie, fortifyiag them- 

{elves with various ftratagems, in expectation that Selim, flufh’d with 

his former fuccefs, would inftantly attack their camp, and by being taken’ 

in thcir toils afford them an eafy victory. But Selim, infcrm’d of their 

{nares by his ipics, as he was fuperior in number, orders part of his fogées 

to march round the enemies camp near Mount Febeli Maktab (42) 

and at a given fignal to fall on their rear. So in the firft days (43) 6r 

u o2, the month ‘Yemasziul evvel in the year g23 was fought ‘uch a bloody 
A C15: and obftinate battle, the Chereafians* being furrounded on all fides, as 
can hardly be defcrib’d. The Cherca/ians* are frequently overpower'’d 

by numbers, fometimes repell’d, and as often renew the charge, the 

King himfelf fghting always in the front and animating his foldiers by 

his example. The battle is conunued fome ume with broken ranks; 

when at laft Tumanbai {ees part of his men taken, part flain, and victo- 

ry no way to be gain'd, with a fele¢t band as a body-guard, he opens 

a palage with his {word through the thickefl of his enemies, and flies 

tu SierkQ Arch Son of Becaar (44). Thus the Lurks, though not with- 
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(+1) Jebel Maktab] I think it 
ihould be Machiab, not Maktab, 
which fignifies a Lill or Mount, on 
which the Monuments of the Antients 
and the famous Pyramids are plac’d. 

(42, ift days Ge.] ‘Lhe Lurks 
are wont m letters and efpecially in 
imperial mandates to fet down fome- 
umes the days of the whole month, 
Jom«times to divide the month into 
the deads, and if any thing is da- 
ndan the prit ten days, they fay 
spomlad cm the firit days, ) if in 
the decond dead, Lvajitynde (in the 
middle diys,) uf in the third decad, 
roert rude (in the laft days) of the 
month. Thus Jemazıul evveli evvat- 
l, v. m the firt days of the month 
j maz al evvel, that is, on fome day 
of that month between the firit and 
the nth. And fo of the reft. 

faa) Shakh red &c. | He feems to 
have been one of the Arabian Sheikhs 
or Prelates, who are more concern’d 
in the ceclefiaftical than civil form of 
Government, and pretend to be the 
lawful fucceffors of Mabomet, Of 
thete there are feven races chiefly ce- 
brated among the Turks, whofe 
names I hive forgot. For I live ina 


Climate deflitute not only of Arabian, 
but all pole learning, where the 
name of a compleat Library, much 
lefS the thing itfelf is not to be found. 
But however it may from hence be 
inferr’d that thefe Sherkbs are highly 
reverenc’d by the Emperor hinielf, 
becaufe their head, (who refides at 
Mecca, and though he is confirm’d by 
the Sultan, yet tranimits his dignity 
to his Children) whenever he writes 
to the Sultan after the enumeration of 
his other proud Titles, calls him the 
Prophet’s and his Vekilimuz (or Vicar) 
in the Empire of the World. He is 
faid to ufe the fame form in his letters 
to the Emperor of India. 1 faw one 
of thefe Sbeikhs when he came to 
Sultan Mu“apba Brother of the pre- 
fent Emperor (who was then in a 
Tent ina village call’d Akbunar near 
Adrianople) fit all the while and fa- 
miliarly converfe with him. He was 
lodg’d with Cherkies* Mehemed Aza 
Matter of the imperial Stables, men’ 
intimate friend of mine, who told 
me that this Sheikh whenever hg talk’d 
of the Sultan, us*d to call him ‘his 
Bizum vekl, Vicegerent or Lieute- 
nant. 


out 
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out the flaughter of their men, obtain a complete vidory. On the 
Turkifb fide fell the chief Hero of his age, the renowned General Sinan 
Pafba, whofe death was fo grievous to Selm, that he is faid long after 
the taking of Cairo to lament in this manner: Afy/rt aldyk emma vufuf 
aldyrdyk, Yufuf fiz, Myfr-den ne olur! “ Egvpt have I taken, but Fo/eph 
“have # loft, without Yo/eph what fignifies Egypt ?” 

XII. Thys fo fertile a Province feem’d to be fubjetted to the Ott- 
than Empire, but King Tumanbai, who was ftill alive and ready in the 
meighbourhood for any commotion, infpir’d a fear of lofing it. He 
was known to be fled to the Arabians, and there to wait Selzm’s depar- 
ture out of Egypt in order to attempt a change. Wherefore to pre- 
vent the danger threaten’d from that quarter, he fends ambafladors 
with noble Prefents to Sheikh Areb Son of Becaar, detiring him to deli- 
ver up his fugitive enemy, and advifing him rather to gain his triendthip 
by good offices than incur his indignation by fruitlef{s obflinacy. Sbeskh 
either fearing Selims power or gain’d by his Prefents, fhamefully de- 
livers up Tumanbai, whom he had taken into protection, contrary to 
the law of Nations, and particularly againft the Arabic Raz (45). But 
the bravery which could not affect the mind of a bafe friend, appeas’d 
the wrath of a generous enemy. For Selm, when the King was brought 
bound into his prefence and his fortitude plainly feen, could not refrain 
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ANNOTATIONS. 


(45) Arabic Rat Rai Arebi, with pay the ranfom promis’d by him. 


the Turks, Emam, vulgarly amam, 
but the Arabic word is moft usd. 
With the Italians w is Parola, ( with 
the Englifh and French, Parole) the 
given word of fecurity, peace, cove- 
nant, protection, as Berai of the 
Arabians, which with the Turks is, El 
emam uzre, Securely! Mercy! Quar- 
ter! But the Arabians boat them- 
felves co be of aii Mortals the ftrict- 
eft obfervers of ther Parole, and per- 
haps, very juftly. For if any one 
even in the heat of a battle kills a 
man to whom the Rai was given, he 
is by the Laws of the Arabians pu- 
nifhable with death. If they have 
taken an enemy (for they are conti- 
nually at variance amongft themfelves) 
they give him the Raz, and draw a 
circle round him, with a command 
nof to ftir out of it, which he dares 

; though he fhould perih with 
hunger or thir(t. But the Congue- 
rors acquaine the Enemies that fuch 
a one is taken and in fuch a place 
included within the Rai circle, where- 
fore if they will releafe him they muft 


Ne, 8, 


Which being done, fume one of the 
Tribe which had taken the Prifoner, 
goes to him and erazes the circle with 
his foot, whereupon he is free. But 
being once within the circle he cannot 
purchafe his liberty but by paying the 
ranfom. For though his Fellow-fol- 
diers afterwards rout the enemies and 
have it in their power to free the Cap- 
tive from the circle, yet sf he dare go 
out of the circle without the confenc 
of the perfon to whom he had given 
the Raz, he will be accounted all his 
life, both by friends and foes, a man of 
no honour, neither will he be able 
ever after to regain his credit by any 
action, But if he has dar'd to go 
out of the circle himfelf and run 
away, he is by his own countrymen 
fent back bound to his Enemies, to 
be fentenc’d either to death or perpe- 
tual flavery as they fhall think fic, 
nor can he be redeem’d at any rate. 
For, fay they, a man, who values 
life more than Rai, is unworthy of 
liberty, neither is he to be called a 
man, much lefs an Arab. 
U u 
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giving him liberty, and bidding him daily eat at his table. Thus Tz- 
manbai having purchas’d his freedom with his virtue, canvers’d pub- 
lickly and privately with Selim, and inform’d him of the ftate of the 
Egyptian affairs, with the laws, genius, and manners of the people. 
But the miferable Tumanbai fhortly after demonftrated by his fad exam=. 
ple how fortune {ports in human affairs. Selim could not bu: admire 
his heroical virtues, fingular fortitude, found counfels, and grave maz:- 
ners. He thought it bafe to put fuch a man to death, and as he feem’a 
to free him from all danger, he had refolv'd to take him into his friends 
fhip and fet him over the Kingdom of Egypt. Whilft he was thinking 
on thefe things, it was talk’d among the people that Tumanbai had 
found great favour with the Emperor and obtain’d the Government of 
Egypt, and therefore it was hop’d that with the remains of the Cher- 
cafians* and Arabians, he would, foon after Se/im's departure, expell 
his garrifons and reftore the Chercafian* dominion. Thefe difcourfer 
could not be conceal’d from Selim, a watchful obferver not only ot 
what was done, but of what was faid: he was unwilling however to 
give credit to the reports, as thinking them rais’d by enemies. At laf, 
when by.. the continuance of the rumour he fufpeéted fome treachery, 
he order’d the fon of Sheikh Suvar Alibeg, whofe father had been late- 
ly faften’d to an iron hook by the Chercafiens*, to hang up the miferable 
King in the gate of Cairo, call’d Zavil, with thefe words : “ How great 
“ my mercy was, is already declar’d, but what the malignant {peeches 
“ of the vulgar though on his fide can effect, let the wretch himfeif 
“ experience.” The order is gladly executed by Alibeg as it gave him 
an opportunity to revenge the murder of his father, and the unfortu- 
nate Tumanbai hang'd on the roth of Rediul evvel in the year before 
mentioned, in the Gate Zavi/, The terror infus’d into the Egyptians 
by this unexpected death of their King, is inexpreffible. They who be- 
fore with conceal’d indignation bore his unjuft dominion, now run all 
in a fuppliant manner to Selim, intreat his clemency and promife per- 
petual and faithful fervice to the Othman race. The Emperor pardona 
them on the condition that if they know of any lurking Chercafian®* 
they would inftantly produce him in bonds. He had fcarce made this 
declaration, when the common people, greedy of novelty, in expecta- 
tion of obtaining pardon, fearch every where for the Chercaffians* their 
former Lords, and drag them bound to Selim to be butcher’d. The 
next day, Selim orders a Theater with a Throne on it to be erected 
without the City on the bank of the Nile, and all the Prifoners to be 
beheaded in his prefence, and their bodies thrown into the river. Their 
number is faid to exceed thirty thoufand. The fecond day after, in &r- 
der to humble entirely the minds of the vanquith’d by a demonftration 
of his power, he makes a triumphant entry into Cairo, but after a few 
hours ftay departs the fame day, and pitching his tents in a place near 
the Nile call’d Ruza, allows his forces fomo time for refrethment, A 
2 l : certain 
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certain witty Arabic poet has mark’d the Epocha of this butchery in 
the fallawing line : 


$07 


Hui thevi Sultan Selim! 
Alas! this is Sultan Selim! 


a V. Jhe fame year, on the feventh day of Yemaziul evvel, he Huko Ain- 
mate to attack Iskenderie (46), which avoiding the Conqueror’s in- para he 
wkp ration by a fufrender, he fettles the affairs of that city, and returns Aulan 
> inland parts of Egypt, from whence, having made Chairbeg 
Governor of the Kingdom, he begins his march in the month Shaban 
towards Con/tantinople. In his way, to revenge the perfidioufnefs of 
the inhabitants of Goza, he put them all to the fword without diftinc- 
tion of age or fex, and raz’d their City to the ground. Afterwards go- 
ing to Dama/cus he delivers thar City with the other adjacent towns in 
‘Rgleffine and Syria to be govern’d by Gazelbeg according to agrec- 
ment. In fhort, within the {pace of one year, and in the fame expedi- 
tion, Selim added more territories to his Empire than any of his Prede- 
ceffors had been able to fubdue in their whole reign. For he not only 
conquered all the dominions of the Chercafians* in Afia and Egypt, 
bur alfo reduc’d to his obedience as it were by the by, other ftroag and 
famous Cities of Afia, Malatye, Dierbegi, Derende, Bebtifi, Kierkieb, 
Kiachte, Berejik, Antab, Axtakie (47), Befides thefe even the Sherif 
of Mecca (48) brought the Keys of his City to Seam whilft he was 
about Cairo, and openly acknowiedg'd his Sovereignty. Whereupon 
he was honorably receiv’d by Se/im, who appointed his fon, famous for 
virtue, piety, and learning, his fucceflor in the principality. By this 
man the tribes of the wild Arabians, ( Beni Ibrahim (49), Beni Seva- 

lem, 

ANNOTATIONS. 


(46) Iskenderie) Alexandria, a moft 
noted Mart of Egypt, much frequent- 
ed by foreign Ships, built by lexan- 
der the Great, and given for an Ha- 
bitation to the Greek.. 

(47) Malatye, Bec.) Of thefe Cities 
Malatye, Derende, Berek, Aniab, 
and Antake or Antwch, are indeed 

retty large, but the reft are rather 

awns than Cities. 

(48) Sherif of Mecca] He was be- 
fore Selim, a Sovereign Prince, and go- 
verg’ d Mecca and fome other Arabian 
npa with abfolute power. But from 
Sass time he has acknowlodg’d the 
Tyrkifo Emperors for Guardians and 
Proteftors of the Mufulman affairs. 

(49) Bon Ihrahım) There are above 
feventy Nations or Tribes fprung 
from different Branches, which how- 
ever all boat their extraction from 


Abraham, and range the fpacious De- 
farts of Arabia with unfettled habi- 


tations. All fpeak Arabc, but in fo 
different a dialeét, that they can 
hardly underftand one another. 


Hence the Arabic Tongue is juft] 
call’d the moft copious and doak 
boundlefs. For the fame word fig- 
nifies a hundred things of a very dif- 
ferent Nature, and the fame thing 1s 
exprefs’d by as many words which 
have not the leait analogy to each 
other. Moreover there is fcarce any 
quality of a thing but what procures 
its fubje&t a peculiar appellation. Me- 
ninskius’s Thefaurus of the oriental 
Languages affords numberlefs in- 
ftances, which to copy is foreign to 
my purpofe. Of the Flowers of all 
thefe Dialects the Koran is compos’d, 
and frok thence it was believ’d by its 

followers 
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lem, Beni Ata, Beni Afyie, and Beni Saad, with many others (50), to 
whofe very names I am a ftranger, who inhabit the Defarts between 


Mecca 


ANNOTATIONS. 


followers to be penn’d in a divine not 
human Language. For neither can 
any of thefe Tribes underftand the 
whole, nor will any the moft learned 
of the Arabians pretend to explain all 
the words. They add a pleafant tory 
on this fubjeét, which 1s firmly be- 
heved by them. They fay, that in 
Muabomet’s time the Arabic Tongue 
was arriv’d to the greateft perfection, 
and very elegant poets flourifh’d, 
who, as in the Olympic Games, when 
any one produc’d a witty diftich, af- 
fix’d ictoa Pillar in the Forum erect- 
ed tor that purpofe. To anfwer this 
with an oppofite diftich Nazyré, three 
months {pace was allow’d to fome 
other Poet. On the appointed day 
all che, Poets affembled and exami- 
ning each performance, gave the pre- 
eminence to him whofe diftich was 
moft approv’d of, and call’d him 
Prince of Poets, honoring him alfo 
with a new Macblafe or firname. 
Mahomet taking, the opportunity of 
this cuftom, fix’d up alfo on the Pil- 
lar one of the Nazmi’s or Verfes of 
the Koran, which all the Poets la- 
bour’d for nine months to anfwer; but 
the victory was unanimoufly affign’d 
to Mabomet, his veife declar’d di- 
vinely infpir’d, and his Doctrine from 
thenceforward embrac’d, 

(50) Many others] Among the 
reit were the Monks iahatiking 
Mount Sina. Of thefe fomething 
very particular is related, which, 
fince I dopt think it mention’d 
any where but in a fabulous trea- 
tife of a Sinaitifh Monk, I fhall here 
infert. They fay, though fabuloufly, 
that Mahomet being of mean birth, 
usd to drive in his youth hir’d Camels 
fiom place to place. In thefe journies, 
as he one day approach’d Mount Si- 
nat, the Abbot faw a cloud hovering 
over Mahomet’s head as he lay afleep 
in the open field, and defending it as 
it were from the Sun-beams. The 
Abbot thence conjecturing there was 
fomething more in the Youth than 
was promis’d by his outward appear- 
ance, becaufe fo fingular an ómen, in 


his opinion, could only happen to tie 
funn Lord of cate: Rona ar > 
therefore he went and faluted Z 
very civilly, inviting him into hiv. a 
and bidding him take his reft quietly. 
When he thought he had gak <. 
his good-will by all kind of civilities, 
he ask’d him, if ever Ke fhould be- 
come Sovereign of thofe parts what 
his pleafure would be concerning the 
Monks? Mabomet anfwer’d, ** He 
“© would free them as Kuhban, (Keepers 
“* of Life or Courfe) dilpers’d through 
“ the World from all Tribute, and 
‘* hold them in great honour.” He 
gave him this promife in an Arabic 
writing, and confirm’d it, for want 
of a Seal, with the Palm of his hand 
dipt in ink and imprefs’d on the Pa- 
per. Long after, when Sultan Selim 
was in Egypt, the Abbot of Mount 
Sinai humbly came to him with Ma- 
bomet’s true or forged Inftrument, 
which the Emperor purchafed of the 
Monks for four thoufand Gold 
Crowns, with a declaration of their 
being free from all Tribute, and a 
confirmation by his Chati/bersf of this 
and their other privileges. Selims 
Charter as tranflated out of Arabic 
into Turkifh I read at Adrianople, and 
remember it to be as follows: 
“ Since the Monks of Mount Sinai 
“ are come to our fublime Divan, 
« and have humbly reprefented, that 
« Mubammed el Mujftapha, God's 
« Holy Prophet, (on whom be 
Peace and Health ) being hereto- 
« fore by their Monaftery hofpita- 
“< bly receiv’d in his travails, and ac- 
cording to their flender abilities 
ador’d with all kind of honour 
and reverence, gracioufly exempt- 
*« ed this community of Nazargan 
« Monks from their annual Tribute, 


‘sand in confirmation of ic was 
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leas’d to give an Holy writing. 
+ honed sek hi own hand, prs 
« his Example We alfo out of our 
** great clémency do ordain that 
« the foremention’d Monks be free 
‘* from the yearly Tribute paid by 
‘* the teft, and be fuffer’d without 
“ moleftation 
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Mecca, Cairo, and Damafcus) were induc’d to fubje&t the 


eives Vvo- 


luntarily to Selim, and deliver him a writing for a teftimony of their 
fidelity, with fome of their principal countrymen in hoftage 
XXV. Whilft he was returning from this expedition, and was now Reve n 


arriv’d at Aleppo, in the month Ramazan of the year 925, 
a Perfian Ambaffador fent under the pretence of friendthip to de-/« Kine 


he is met 


“cetae the Sultan, and by a feigned fubmiffion divert the ftorm which 


‘Meeacen’d the Kingdom of Per/ia. 


To gain his ends the more eafily, 


s noble prefents worthy both Emperors, he tries to footh the am- 

itious Selim with the addition of new titles, and flatteringly ftyles 
"him, Shebin Shahi Alem, ve Sahib Kyrani beni Adem (51), that is, 
«°The Emperor of Emperors, and fole Conqueior ( or Autocrator) of 


« the fons of Adam.” 
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XXVI. So'many and great victories, fuch flattering congratulations, o/# Pude 
not only from the vanquifh’d Nations, but alfo from the neighbouring 
Princes, fwell’d Selim with fuch Pride, that as if he was now Sovereign 
of the whole World, he look’d with difdain on earthly Kingdoms, and 
even imagin’d that cceleftial ones, if they could be reach’d, were to 
yield to his fword. Wherefore, after his triumphant entrance into Con- 
fiantinople amidft the people’s acclamations, he publickly binds him- 
felf the next year (as if the unconftant fortune of war hadebeen at 
his command) by an oath (52) not to recede till he had entirely fub- AC igo 


verted 


ANNOTATIONS, 


« Mcleftation to enjoy their Churches 
< and Rites according to their obfo- 
Jete Law. To this end, we have 
gracioufly order’d them an authen- 
tick copy of the Inftrument of 
*¢ God’s Holy Prophet, confirm’d 
“ by our Infcription, We therefore 
** enjoin every Perfon exercifing do- 
minion or jurifdiction throughout 
our whole Kingdom, not to bur- 
then the faid Monks of tre Tribe 
of Fefus with Tribute or other Po- 
litical contributions. And who- 
“ ever fhall act contrary to our Cha- 
‘© tifberif and Mandate, know that 
“ he fhall be certainly punifh’d and 
« chaftis’d. Given at Carri, &c.” 
*Tis certain the exemption of thefe 
Monks from Tribute remain’d in 
force through all the Turkifb domi- 
nions till the time of Soliman II. Great- 
Uncle of the prefent Emperor, when 
the Turks began to collet the Haraj 
oa them, and that by means of 

ioprili ogli Muftafa Pafoa, who made 
no ferup!e to charge the whole Diplo- 
ma with forgery. To prevent this, 
“ce of the Monks of Mount Sinai 
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were fent to Adrianople with the in- 
trument of Exemption, in whofe 
hands I both read and tranfcrib'd it. 
They indeed preferv’d by their peti- 
tions to themfelves and Society, a 
freedom from Tribute, but could 
not prevail for the reft of the Mo- 
nafteries. 

(51) Shebin &c.] Though all the 
Turkifo Emperor’s Titles are very 
lofty, yet Zilullab, God's Shadow, is 
accounted higher than the reft, be- 
caufe given, as I have obferv’d, by 
the King of Perfia, However at 
Court, when mention is made of the 
Sultan, thefe are never us’d, but the 
common appellations are, Padi/babi 
Altm penab, Emperor, Refuge, or 
Protector of the World, and Altoth- 
man Padifbabi, Emperor of the Sons 
of Othman. For by this means they 
pretend to fhow, that the whole race 
of Turks acknowledge no other foun- 
tain of Nobility, than their fii ft Em- 

ror Othman. 

(52) Oath] The Turks believe, 
their Emperor can fay or think no- 
thing, unlefs by divine inftin@, and 

Mx therefore 


aad Death 
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verted the yival Empire of the Perfians, and utterly extinguifh’d a Na- 
tion perfidious to God and hateful to man, ina belief that he fhould 
afterwards) fubdue alfo, without obftacle, the Chriffian Princes. But 
how deceitful are man’s defigns without God, and how frail is a clod 
of Earth when fwoln with pride, the fupreme Governor of thé uni- 
verfe demonftrated for a warning to others by the following Inftance. 
Want of money, both the external and internal Treafuries (g3) peiag 
exhaufted in the Egyptian expedition, obligés Selim to defer the f 

year his intended war, and turn his thoughts to raifing new fuppin 

upon the conquer’d dominions. As this proceeded alfo the next veer 
more f'owly than he with'd, and as by the approach of winter he fees 
the time for warlike expeditions to be over, he refolves to vifit the 
montmnents of his Anceftors at Adrianople. To this end, he fends alt 
his Great men before, except Ferhad Paj/ba his fifter’s hufband, who 


was Caimecam Pafha (54), and departs from Conffantinoph. 


In this 


journey ’ 


ANNOTATIONS. 


therefore what he confirms with an 
Oath, ought and may be done; but 
how falfe thefe notions are, expe- 
rience has often demonftrated. 

(53) External te. ] The Turks 
have two Treafuries and two Coffers, 
in which the publick Money is kept. 
The Defterdar or High-Treafurer 
( mention’d in a former note ) prefides 
over the external, call’d Difbchazine, 
This money 1s call’d beitulmali Mu/fh- 
min, or the publick money of the 
Mofulmans, of which the Emperor 
himfelf without the utmoft neceffity 
cannot expend any part ac his plea- 
fure, nor put to his private ufe with- 
out danger. For whenever he does 
io, the people always murmur, and 
fometimes openly rebel. [ch* chazine, 
cr the internal, is alfo call’d the Impe- 
rial Vreaiure, which the Sultan ma 
ufe as he pleafes without the leak 
murmur or obflacle. Over this pre- 
fides the Hapadar bahi, who in the 
women's Apirtment is next in degree 
wo Muar Agai. For he as alfo an 
Lunuch, and ufually fucceeds upon a 
vacancy to the Place of the Kyzlar 
Aga, In my time there were yearly 
brought into the two Treafuries 
twenty feven thoufand Purfes, each 
containing five hundred Rixdolars. 

(54) Caimecam Pafba\ He is the 
Prime Vizir’s Lieutenant, and created 
by the Sultan aut of the Vizirs enjoy- 
ing the privilege of three Horfe-tails, 
When the Emperor is at Confantinn- 


ple or Adrianople, the Caimecam has 
no Authority, nor, like che reft of 
the Vizirs, has he any thing to do 
in publick affairs, except to advife. 
But if the Sultan be only eight hours 
abfent from the City, his Authority 
is almoft the fame with the Prime 
Vizir’s, Moreover when the Empe- 
ror undertakes any expedition, tho’ 
the Vizir be prefent, a Caimecam is 
appointed, who, on the Vizir’s de- 
parting from the Emperor eight 
hour’s fpace, has full power to act, 
ordain, alter, any thing except that 
he can’t derogate from the Vizir’s 
Mandate, nor depofe or behead the 
old Pafha’s. I obferv’d there was 
never a good underftanding between 
the Prime Vizir and the Caimecam. 
For Agreement between Rivals in 
power‘is rare. Befides this, there is 
another Caimecam, to whom the Em- 
peror, when he goes to Adrianople 
or on fome expedition, commits the 
care of the Royal City. He is in- 
deed next toa Vizir in degree, but 
in authority on the fame foot with a 
Pafha in his Government, except 
however, that in what relates to ad- 
miniftring juftice and civil affairs, he 
can do nothing without the Primé- 
Vizir’s Mandate. He has for aff- 
tants, though of an inferior degree, 
Boftanji bafbt or Superinten- 

dent of the ‘Royal Serait + Palace. 
and Gardens, with the Sub- 

urbs without the walls, and Seghan 


bafh: 
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journey, he had fcarce reach’d the village Suajhtdy ( 55), when he per- 
ceives his blood to be in a ferment, and himfelf feiz’'d witHa light fe- 
ver. Next day there appears in his thigh a mortal impofthume, which 
fo tormented and weaken’d him, that all the finews of his body and 


feet (56) were contracted and dried. 


The Impofthume was indeed 


gpen’d by a fkilful Surgeon, and remedies applied to remove the ma- 

ip the diftemper, but his death was perceiv'd to be inevitable , 

the obftinate ulcer baffled the care of the Phyficians, and fo infect- 

whole body with a peftilential poifon, that after forty days of 

re rather than of ficknefs, the fplendor of the Othman Empire ex- 
pigd on Sunday the ninth day of Shevval about Sun fet. 


ANNOTATIONS. 


bafbi the next to Yenigicher* Agafi, 
ot Aga of the Janizaries, and Gene- 
al of the Foot, to whom the culito- 
dV of the City, and command of its 
Garrifon js committed. By thefe 
three perfons the whole civil govern- 
ment of the city is manag’d. But 
the ecclefiaftical is under the care of 
Iftambol Effendifi, Judge of the Cler- 
gy, and next in degree to the two Ca- 
dilaskers , one of whom (as I have 
faid) is univerfa} Judge of ecclefiafti- 
cal affairs in Europe, the other in 


Apa. 

(55) Suafotdy] i. e. He has fwam 
over the river. The name of a Village 
onthe road (tho’ not the great one) 
from Conftantinople to Adrianople. 
They fay this mame happen’d to the 
Village on the following occafion. 
A littl: river runs by the Village, 
which {wells in {uch manner by the 
melted fnows and Autumnal rains, 
that it overflows ail the adjacent fields, 
and renders it very difficult for Tra- 
vellers to pafs, A certain inferior 
tho’ vety rich Pafha, to remedy this 
inconvenience, builds a very hand- 
fome ftone-bridge over the River, 
When Bajazet II, Selims Father, 
came with his whole army to this 
place, he wonders to fee a ftately 
Bridge, and defires to know the 
Builder. When he was in his pre- 
fence, Bajazet defires him to receive 
the monty he had expended, and 
grant him the reward to be expected 
in the next world for fo great a bene- 
fit to Mortais. (It mult be obferv’d 
according to the Law of the Keran, 
a Turk may either give or fell to ano- 
ther all his good Works, Charities, 


Buildings erected to the Glory of 
God or Benefit of Mankind, fo as 
the reward which he merits of God 
in the life to come, paffes to the Pur- 
chafer.) The Builder affirms he can’t 
do it, becaufe he had no other work 
to qualify him to appear before the 
divine Majefty. For, fays he, I did 
not build this Bridge to gait the ap- 
plaufe of Man, but for the publick ad- 
vantage and the falvation of my Soul. 
The Svitan thrice renewing his in- 
treaties, is as often denied by the Pa- 
fha. Inrag’d at this refufal, Bajazet 
puts the Pafha to death, rufhes with 
his Guards on horfeback into the ra- 
pid Torrent, and with great danger 
of his life fwims over, ordering the 
reft of the army to ftay till the Wa- 
ters were abated, and ac the fame 
time pronouncing this Beit or Diftich: 


Minet ile Kokma giuli al Eline Sufamı. 
Giechme* namerd Kioprifini Ko aparfun 
fu feni. 
That is, 


It is better to carry Pepperwort 
than {mell to a Rofe got by intreaties. 
Pafs not over the Bridge of a fordid 
difcourteous man: it is better to be 
fwallow’d up by the Waters. 


(56) Feet] The Turks feem here to 
reflect on Se/in’’s oath, that he would 
rot draw back his foor till he had 
fubdued the whole Perfian Empire. 
And that therefore the divine ven- 
geance firit punith’d his feet by the 
contraction of the Sinews, as well to 
humble the Pride of the Man as to 
demon rate its Juftice. 

XXVII. When 
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XXVII} When Selim had thus render’d famous by his death a vil- 
lage bn little known, Ferhad Pajha, who alone had ftaid with him, 
conceals the Emperor’s deceafe from the people, but tells what had 
happen’d to the reft of the Vizirs, who were anxioufly waiting his co- 
ming to Adrianople, intreating them to feign him alive, and tranfa&t 
affairs in his name, leait any commotion fhould arife before the fuc- 
ceflor’s arrival. Moreover he acquaints Soliman, Selim's fon, who.saen 
refided at Trapezond, with his father’s death, and advifes him to coy 
with fpeed and affume the reins of the Government. Soliman upos . 
receit of the letter haftens to Conffantinople: Which being known,. he 
Vizirs openly declare the Emperor's death, difmifs the army, and all 
except Mujlapha Pafha, who is left alone to guard the Treafury, go 
with the whole imperial Court to the royal City to adore their new 
Sovereign. 

XXVII. Thus all the Vizirs, cloath’d in mourning, falute Soliman 
Emperor at his arrival at Con/tantinople in the laft days (57) of Shevval 
in the year 926, and exprefs their grief for his father’s untimely death, 
Soliman himfelf the fame day in the afternoon goes out to meet his fa- 
ther’s funeral with all his Courtiers, and conducts the body in great 
pomp to the Yami built by Mahomet Conqueror of the City, and there 
orders it to be interr’d. The following Epitaph is infcrib’d on his Tomb, 


Beka Miulkine azm idup Sefer kyldy budir Tarich Koiup Sultan Selim 
baky jiban Miulkin Sulimane. “ This year Sultan Selim departed 
“ to an everlafting Kingdom, leaving the Empire of the World to 
“ Soliman.” 


XXIX. Thus fell Selim, the Defender of the Othman Empire, after 
he had reigned nine years and eight months, and liv’d fifty four. The 
years of his Reign indeed were few, but fuch whofe acts are hardly to 
be parallell’d. For by his diligence and valour, not only the Afatic 
Provinces were freed from all incurfions of the Enemies, but ample 
room given to his fucceffors by the eftablifhment of the Eaft, to in- 
creafe their dominion to the Weft. He had all the qualifications of a 
Hero, with an able head, ftrong arm, and great contrivance; he was 
indefatigable where ‘the fafety of the ftate was concefn’d, very fit to 
manage affairs, and extremely quick-fighted in difcovering hidden fac- 
tions and other practices. He frequently walk’d in difguife about the 
forum, ftreets, camp, night and day, and whatever he perceiv’d con- 
trary to the publick good or his laws, he punith’d feverely. Where 
he could nor go in perfon, he fent his fpies, eminent for their cunning, 
who mixing with all companies, daily reported to the Sultan what they 


ANNOTATIONS. 


(57) laft days] That is, fome day of computing. the day of the month, 
betwern the 20th and 3oth of the See Note p. 64. 
month Sheva’. Concerning this way 


had 
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had heard or feen. By this means he was fo fully acquainted vgich every 
thing that pafs'd, that it became a common faying in his timg: “ The 
“ Emperor will know to morrow what paffes in the chamber between 
« man and wife.” However this proceeding was of fuch fervice to 
the Empire, that in fo remote expeditions, which in his time were un- 
taken, there was no rebellion but what was ftifled in the very birth. 
hings he would have merited everlafting praife, if he had 
y his pronefs to anger and cruelty fullied the luftre of his virtues 
sd himfeif to be diftinguith’d from the Emperor’s of the fame 
wame by the appellation of Yavuz (58). It will not be improper bc- 
fore I clofe this larger account of his actions, to relate a fingle inftance 
to this purpofe. Two years before Selims death, there appear’d in 
Turcomania a certain Free-booter who infefted not only that and the 
neighbouring countries with his robbcries, but having gathered together 
a confiderable band of companions, he attempted to become mafter of 
hafe Provinces. To extinguith this flame Selim fent Ferhad Pafha 
with good part of his forces, who when he came to Amafia, hears the 
the whole band with their Ring-leader were routed by I/biffanbeg 
Melmed, Son of Sherkh Savur. So being unwilling to fatigue his ariny 
in vain with fo long a march, and not daring to return without the 
Emperor's order, he incamps about mafia, expecting an anfwer to 
a meffage he had fent the Sultan. Mean while, a malicious flanderer 
comes to him, pretends he could not forbear, out of due fidelity to the 
Emperor, to difcover a projected rebellion of the inhabitants: for, fays 
he, there lurks among the Citizens of Amafia a certain counterfeit Mu- 
rad, who boafting himfelf to be the Son of Sultan Ahmed, has drawn 
the whole City to his fide, with above feven hundred Robbers. Fer- 
bad Pafha, without examining the truth, acquaints the Emperor with 
what he had heard, and defires his orders in this imminent danger. Se- 
lim trufting perhaps to his General's prudence, commands without 
any inquifition that all the chief men of the country fhould be impal’d. 
Ferbad executes the orders, and impales above fix hundred innocent 
Perfons of note, others he beheads, and the reft drags through the 
ftreets at horfes tails. 


& os 


ANNOTATIONS. 


(58) Yavuz] Concerning this name lefs grave than {tudious of Truth and 
See Note p. 143. There isextant a void of Flattery. This Book is very 


moft elegant Book about four Sul- 
tans, Mabomet II, Bajezet Il, Selim, 
and Soliman, written by Ali Effendi 
fo often prais’d by me, an Author no 


fcarce among the Turks, from which 
l have tranfcrib’d fome things relating 
to my fubject. 


Cotemporary with SELIM in Europe, 


MAXIMILIAN I. 1493-1518. 
In Germany, Jen ARLES V. cc 
In England, Henry VIII. 1509-46. 
Lewis XII. 1498-1525. 
In France, Francis L 1525-47. 
The End of the Reign of AE LIM I. 
Ne. 8. 
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Gazelbep re- 
belling 1s flain, 


The REIGN of 


SOLIMAN I. Swnamd Cazuni, 
Tenth Emperor of the TURKS. 





BOOK HL CHAP. IV. 





Ct OLIMAN Canuni (1) had fearce mounted his father’s throne 

when a great rebellion broke out in 4fa. Gazelibeg, Beglerbeg 
of Damafcus (by whofe Treachery Selim obtain'd his victory over the 
Chercaffians* ) when he is inform’d of Selim’s death, imagining all the 
virtues and fortune of the Othman Empire to be buried with him, rc- 
volts from his fworn fidelity, with a refolution to affume to himfelf the 
full Sovereignty of the countries of which he was Governor. To this 


ANNOTATIONS. 


(1) Canuni] From the Greek Cano- 
nifta, Infticutor of Rules. For tho’ 
the Othman Empire before Soliman 
was not govern’d without certain 
Conftitutions, they were founded ra- 
ther on cuftom than written law, or 
to fay more rightly, the will of the 
Prince was inftead of law. But So- 
liman firit diftinguith’d the civil and 
military offices, affign’d to each its 
degree of dignity, eftablifh’d the 
Laws of the Court, Palace, Forum, 
and Army, and inftituted what body 
of Laws there now isin the Othman 
Court and Common-wealth. His 
fucceffors are fo ftri&tly oblig’d 
to obferve thefe laws, that when- 
ever any doubt occurs, they think 
recourfe muft be had to Soliman’s 
Canons, cald Terifat. Thus for 
inftance, in a confultation about 
war, regard is had before oa things 

2 


to thefe Canons. If they believe they 
fee a juft caufe of war exprefs’d there, 
they decree it to be pean if 
not, to be avoided. If a peace is to 
be made with fome Chriftian Prince, 
the fame Canons are confulted, leatt 
any thing be done contrary to the 
Law of the Koran or the Othman 
Empire. But his Canons order, that 
a peace is not to be made at Con/fanti- 
nople or other Royal City, but in the 
Confines, in the Field, under Arms, 
that the Peace may feem, not to be 
made out of fear, but granted to the 
Enemies by the Emperor’s clemency 
and his care for the quiet of his Peo- 
ple. And by reafon of thefe Confti- 
tutions, he is feen in the imperial Li- 
brary, among the reft of the Sultans, 
painted with a Book in his hand, from 
which Picture his Effigies prefix’d to 
his life was copies by my care, 

end, 


